


Now we will count to twelve 
and we will all keep still 
for once on the face of the earth, 
let's not speak in any language; 
let's stop for a second, 
and not move our arms so much.

It would be an exotic moment 
without rush, without engines; 
we would all be together 
in a sudden strangeness.

Fishermen in the cold sea 
would not harm whales 
and the man gathering salt 
would not look at his hurt hands.

Those who prepare green wars, 
wars with gas, wars with fire, 
victories with no survivors, 
would put on clean clothes 
and walk about with their brothers 
in the shade, doing nothing.

What I want should not be confused with total inactivity.

Life is what it is about...
If we were not so single-minded 
about keeping our lives moving, 
and for once could do nothing, 
perhaps a huge silence 
might interrupt this sadness 
of never understanding ourselves 
and of threatening ourselves with death

Now I'll count up to twelve and you keep quiet and I will go.

By Pablo Neruda

Keeping Quiet



In this world of chaos, agony and exasperation, 
despair and irritation towards the ‘ongoings’ 
of life, we long for peace and silence. How 

wonderful it would be, if time just stopped for a 
minute, and we got to breathe a sigh of relaxation 
and prepare ourselves for the turmoil and havoc 
awaiting us when time resumes itself!

Doesn’t peace sound like a better version of the 
cloud burdening our minds, with the shadows of 
mayhem surrounding us? Better plans are made in a state of thoughtfulness. 
The same thought should be applied in the world we live in. We are its 
governors, and so we should adhere to what we crave. One person can also 
change the world. Peace isn’t around us, it’s within ourselves. Let us dive 
into the depths of ourselves, unveiling the raveled graciousness of the sweet 
taste of peace, the peace we all yearn and long for. 

We are becoming the enemies of ourselves. Why does it take a disaster 
for the world to change to regain peacefulness, and find its ways through 
humanity and civilisation? And change can be brought by one single step.

In the midst of havoc, open a mind of silence. In a star studded world of 
thoughts and feelings, of questions and contradictions let not violence be 
the solutions to the problems we face. For brutality has never in the history 
of our world, proved to be the solution to anything, rather has been more of 
a problem itself. War, weaponry, force, strength, may seem like all the easy 
answers towards having what we want. But is it what we really need? Are we 
ready to take the blame for the millions of hearts shattered, blood throbbing 
in the veins of our enemies - the enemies we created by our own selfish 
actions? It’s peace, stillness, thoughtfulness that we need. We long for the 
tranquility in wisdom, the calmness in understanding one another. We need 
to listen to others, instead of creating a barrier of ignorance towards others.

There are certain things we speak in anger, certain things that take place in 
the consciousness misted with our rage, and we remorse. We are given the 
chance to train our minds into settling things within our inner self.

Dear readers, train your minds to follow the steps of peace. Little by little, 
person by person, we will make this world less of what a wilderness it is, these 
days. Are we really settling self-profitable mindsets into every little growing 
brain? An innocent child knows the world with no injustice or cruelty. It’s a 
pure, beautiful, colourful and melodic world for him. Listening to the birds 
sing, giggling among his little friends and drawing his rainbows encompass 
his beautiful world. As life grows around him, his mind is exposed to the 
dance of living a life in a world like this. All the pure voices of laughter 
silence around him within a few years of his life.

Life is short, life is one - one single existence to make a difference, fulfilling 
our purpose. Our united purpose right now, is adapting to bring peace and 
restoring the long-lost friend of nature and divine existence. Start with 
yourself, adapt to a mind which looks for calm amidst chaos. Let’s GIVE 
PEACE A CHANCE.

Eysha Muzamil
XI A1
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Make me a channel of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love, 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace,
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope, 
Where there is darkness, only light,
And where there's sadness, ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving to all men that we receive,
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.

Fr. Bento Rodrigues
Manager

A Prayer for Peace
MAKE ME A CHANNEL
OF YOUR PEACE
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In the labyrinth of our daily lives, the essence of 
PEACE beckons us to pause, reflect, and actively 
contribute to a world yearning for harmony. 
Reflecting on this theme I would like to throw 
light on the current state of our world, and how, 
as Agnlelites, we can be promoters of peace. Let’s 
GIVE PEACE A CHANCE.

Understanding Peace: Peace, at its core, is not 
merely the absence of conflict but the presence of 
justice, empathy, and understanding. It is a state of 
collective well-being where individuals coexist in 
mutual respect, celebrating diversity and fostering 
a harmonious environment.

Present Condition of the World: Regrettably, 
our world is disfigured by mounting tensions, 
conflicts, and hatred. News headlines bear 
witness to the blunt reality of wars, both overt 
and covert, and the alarming rise of prejudice. 
It is disheartening to witness the destruction of 
the very principles that form the foundation of a 
peaceful coexistence.

Contributing to Peace: Fr. Agnel School has been 
a nurturing ground for the seeds of nonviolence, 
compassion, and understanding. In the face of 

these challenges, the call to ‘Give Peace a Chance’ 
becomes more urgent than ever. As students, we 
must not surrender to hopelessness but instead rise 
to the occasion, armed with the values instilled in 
us by Fr. Agnel School.

In a world marred by discord, our commitment 
to embodying nonviolence, compassion, and 
understanding becomes a powerful force for 
change. Let us engage in acts of kindness both 
within our school community and beyond, which 
will have a ripple effect that extends far beyond 
our immediate surroundings. Small gestures of 
goodwill will help us build bridges of peace and 
create a positive impact on the lives of others. 
As we navigate the labyrinth of our lives, let the 
essence of peace guide our actions, fostering a 
collective well-being that transcends conflict and 
embraces the enduring harmony our world so 
desperately needs. Let us then, as Agnelites, heed 
the timeless call to “Give Peace a Chance” and do 
our bit to make this world a better place for the 
entire human race. God bless us all.

Fr. Jovito Vaz
Assistant Manager

Embracing Harmony: 
A Call to Give Peace a Chance
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We all desire unchanging peace, well-being, and freedom 
from suffering. Fortunately, we don’t need to go anywhere 
to realise peace and freedom, for it’s already innate within 
us, as our birthright, as a fundamental expression of our 
underlying essential nature, that’s waiting for our discovery 
in each and every moment. But how do we recognise this 
essential aspect of unchanging peace? How can we learn to 
embody peace amidst the challenging and ever-changing 
circumstances of our life? 

This Moment : First, we must realise and accept that 
everything around and within us will always be constantly 
changing. Lasting and unchanging peace can never be found 
in outer objects, current affairs, weather patterns, or within 
our sensations, emotions or thoughts. These are constantly 
changing and offer no lasting stability or peace. Second, we 
must realise and accept how our mind is constantly seeking 
peace, but, in all the wrong places. Unchanging peace is 
not to be found in any inner or outer place, person, or thing. 
When we truly understand this, only then are we poised to 
enquire and realise the truth of lasting peace. Here we are 
ready to ask, “Is there something, then, that doesn’t change, 
that offers us unchanging stability, peace and equanimity; 
that is unshakable, despite our changing circumstance?” 
Third, the question now is: “Are you ready to give up 
seeking for peace in outer objects, circumstances, and 
people, or in some future time and place? Are you willing 
to find peace right now, in this moment, for this moment is 
truly all there is?” If we are truly concerned about realising 
peace, then, it is this moment, as in every moment that 
follows, we find true peace. 

Being Peace : If you’re truly ready, then take this moment, 
now, to stop, and experience your essential “beingness.” 
Being is right here, right now; always present, as the portal 
that opens us to realising unchanging peace, equanimity, 
well-being, and freedom from suffering. 

Stop now, and engage the following five inquiries - Answer 
them from your direct, first-hand experience. Take your 
time with each inquiry. Go slowly, so that your answers 
come from the depth of your beingness, rather than from 
your intellectual mind. 

As being, when I am simply being: Where do I, as being, 
feel myself located, i.e., in my head, in my heart, or…? 

As being, when I am simply being: What happens to my 
thinking mind and to my sense of time? 

As being, when I am simply being: Do I, as being, feel any 
sense of lack or need? 

As being, when I am simply being: Do I, as being, feel 
disconnected from myself, or separate from the world 
around me, or…? 

As being, when I am simply being: Do I, as being, need to 
do anything special to be? 

Rest and remain as being. Notice how, as being, you feel 
spacious, outside of time, beyond lack and need, and 
complete and whole just as you are, as being. Notice, also, 
how attention may move away from experiencing being, 
to identifying with the changing objects of your body... 
sensations and feelings..mind emotions and thoughts 
and senses of the world around you. Keep bringing your 
attention back to experiencing yourself as being. Notice, as 
being, what spontaneously arises within your body. Notice 
how, as a being, you feel. 

Being peaceful is so simple that we easily overlook and 
dismiss it. But the fact remains that as being, we discover, 
right here, in this and every moment, unchanging peace 
that’s innate and always present. As we realise this fact and 
take time 24-7-365 to keep our attention in being peace, 
we’ll come to realise that it’s present. Then, peace will 
saturate our lives and give rise to unchanging stability within 
ourselves that allows us to stand and respond, rather than 
react, to the ever-changing hurricanes and circumstances 
that inevitably blow through our lives. 

Happiness cannot be found through great effort and 
willpower for it is already present in relaxation and letting 
go. So don’t strain yourself; Don’t be attached to it; don’t 
identify with it and don’t pass judgment upon it. Without 
changing or manipulating anything let the entire game 
of life happen on its own, springing up and falling back 
like waves; everything vanishes and reappears, magically 
without end. Our search for happiness prevents us from 
Being it like rainbows that we pursue without ever catching. 
What is real already exists always here accompanying us 
in every instant. Wanting to grasp the ungraspable you 
exhaust yourself in vain. Don’t go into the tangled jungle 
looking for the great elephant who’s already resting quietly 
here at home. Nothing to do, nothing to force. Nothing to 
want—everything happens by itself.

Jean Paul Diaz 
Principal

Being Peace
In Every Moment 
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In the chatter of eager minds, in the Machines- controlled world, in the bustling corridors of 
institutions and in the world flooded with activities, there lies an urgent urge to Give Peace a 
Chance. It is at this juncture that all of us need to enter into a quiet contemplation as inspired 
by Pablo Neruda in his poem ‘Keeping Quiet”. Let all the people on the face of the Earth start 
counting from one to twelve and Give Peace A Chance - By :

1. 	 Recognising the inherent dignity and worth of every individual.

2. 	 Reaching out in friendship, bridging the divides that separate the countries.

3. 	 Celebrating our unity in diversity as a source of strength.

4. 	 Bearing witness to the beauty of our shared humanity.

5. 	 Forgiving the burdens of the past and embracing the promise of tomorrow.

6. 	 Learning from the mistakes of history and pave a path towards a brighter future.

7. 	 Interacting with one another in a Non-violent manner.

8. 	 Refraining from baseless talks that lead to community commotion.

9. 	 Maintaining the ecological balance for a peaceful coexistence of all beings.

10. 	 Leaving a peaceful legacy for the next posterity.

11. 	 Eliminating all forms of violence against women, children and all creatures.

12. 	 Practising the school motto ‘Love Your Neighbour as Yourself’.

Let the peace prevail for you need to ‘Give Peace a Chance’. Let the compendium of ideas 
presented in this Magazine also invite readers to pause, reflect, and Give Peace a Chance.

Joji Joseph
Vice Principal

Counting One to 
Twelve to Attain Peace
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Mahabharat happened over the smallest 
measure of land. Duryodhana, the 
antagonist of Mahabharat said, “I won’t 

give even the land equal to the point of a needle, 
forget about five villages that Pandavas asked 
for ”. When at an innocent age I came to know 
about this, I was perturbed as well as perplexed to 
comprehend how violent a person could be for a 
small piece of land. 

Later as I grew, I felt the world around me is no 
better than the story of Mahabharat. Our nation 
has been facing wars with neighbouring countries 
for this piece of land. Almost all faced this struggle 
and now it’s between Russia and Ukraine. Why 
blame the land, it’s human ambition to grow 
powerful, to be superior and to be the ruler of the 
world which is to be blamed.

Isn’t it ironical that the man dreams to rule the 
world but he can’t rule himself? He himself 
gets defeated by his irresistible desires. His lust 
for power rules him and consequently the world 
becomes a reign of terror. 

Pursuing the prospect of PEACE and following 
the sane advice of Pablo Neruda we need to ‘keep 
quiet’ and introspect within ourselves. Why is 
there so much violence in the world? It’s because 
we have turmoil inside. Why do we look for peace 
in the outer world? It’s because there is no peace 
within. Let’s light the torch of consciousness and 
search peace within us that has been covered and 
crushed under the heavy weight of aspirations, 
desires and ambitions. Let’s stop for a while and 
GIVE PEACE A CHANCE and the world would 

be a better place to live in.

We wish, PEACE may reign the world!

This issue of our School Magazine aims to 
establish mental peace among our valued readers in 
particular and mankind in general. The small steps 
such as ‘One Minute Silence’ after every period in 
school and non violent Communications in every 
day life may inculcate the habits of introspection 
and keeping quiet among the students, which would 
help them be more thoughtful and less reactive. 
The School Magazine serves as a mouthpiece of 
our School’s vision ‘to be compassionate, and in 
harmony with nature and the world’.

With the present issue of our Magazine we have 
brought new sections -  ‘Unfathomable World of 
Learning’, ‘Story Time’ and ‘Culture Bytes’. I 
hope these would add to the interest and joy of the 
readership.  

We owe immensely to our guiding agencies, Rev. 
Father Bento and Rev. Father Jovito for their 
scrupulous guidance and careful editing. We are 
also indebted to our Principal, Sir J P Diaz and 
Vice Principal, Sir Joji Joseph for their ceaseless 
support and invaluable suggestions. 

I sincerely applaud and congratulate my editorial 
team for bringing out this issue of School 
Magazine, not forgetting all the students and 
teachers for their valuable contributions. 

Thanks everyone! Happy reading!

Poonam Yadav
Editor, Agnel Lights

Pursuing the 
Prospect of Peace

The Editor Pens Down...
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Have you ever experienced 
agony so deep that every 
action you do highlights its 
reflection? We meet people 
with different ideologies 

and might end up hurting one another. Holding 
grudges is an intense venomous suffering for not 
just oneself but for the other soul, too.

In ninth grade, a teacher once told that hatred is the 
most passionate feeling one can endure. Hating a 
subject, a dish or even a person is equivalent to love. 
For instance, once you receive the examination 
datasheet all you think about is the subject you 
dislike or fear the most, along with the subject you 
know you will execute well. Thus, you will weigh 
the two herculean emotions and can balance the 
equation later.

 A seed sown with immense love and hope flowers 
with different lengths, some of them even exist 
with weeds and pesticides. It's from individual 
experiences that we realise no matter how severe 
betrayal or hurt we hold, the bond was once sown 

with love and innocence. Perhaps the first step to 
forgiving is acceptance. Accepting bonds nurtured 
with affection has a slight possibility of dismay and 
disagreement but will never prove a person evil. 

Acceptance is further followed by forgiveness 
towards oneself. Sir Issac Newton theorized that 
for every action in nature there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. Though difficult to admit, the 
pain goes both ways. Our agony is a reflection of 
the damage we have done to others and forgiving 
ourselves is the absolute way. "I am aware and I am 
sorry" can do magic. 

Succeedingly, the process of healing comes with 
the last stage of forgiving and learning. Once 
healed it's easier to forgive. But, to forgive is not to 
forget. Even after letting go, seeking wisdom is the 
key to channeling ourselves. From our knowledge 
of forgiveness, we understand that letting go is not 
building a defensive character but it is loving our 
neighbour as ourselves. 

Unnati Shrivastava 
XI C

The Art of Forgiving
Student Editors

What is Peace? What comes 
to your mind when you hear 
this word? Is it a feeling 
of stillness, calmness and 

quietude, or a feeling of freedom and liberty? 
Peace is something we all wish for, as it allows 
us to achieve growth and prosperity and harness 
happiness in life. It refers to societal friendship and 
harmony, where negative activities like violence, 
hostility and hatred are not present. This is why a 
society without peace can never survive as there 
will always be disputes among people.

Though now, we are not living in a colonial era, 
we are still struggling for true peace; a society free 

from poverty, hunger, corruption and crime; the 
one where everyone feels safe.

Peace is important because it helps us concentrate 
better and learn and understand things faster. It 
brings unity and optimism among people. It fosters 
brotherhood, happiness and integrity in the society.

Creating a peaceful society is not as difficult as it 
may sound for it requires a collective effort. Once 
we are capable of understanding what we want and 
what we need then we are just a step away from 
building a ‘perfect world’.

Siddhi Shrivastava
IX D

Existence of Peace for 
Our Existence
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In a world often fraught with 
chaos and conflict, the quest 
for peace begins within the 
depths of our own being. 
Inner peace is not merely 
the absence of turmoil, but a 
state of profound tranquility 
that emanates from a 
harmonious alignment of 

mind, body, and spirit. In this article, we embark 
on a journey towards cultivating peace within 
ourselves and the transformative power it holds. 
It is a state of profound serenity that transcends 
external circumstances it is not contingent upon 
the attainment of material possessions or the 
fulfillment of desires, but rather arises from a deep 
acceptance of the present moment. When we are 
at peace within ourselves, we experience a sense 
of contentment and equanimity, regardless of the 
chaos unfolding around us.

Here are a few ways in which one can cultivate 
inner peace:

Gratitude Journaling: Cultivating gratitude shifts 

our focus from scarcity to abundance, fostering a 
sense of contentment and inner peace.

Self-Compassion: Practicing self-compassion 
involves treating ourselves with kindness and 
understanding, nurturing a profound sense of inner 
peace and acceptance.

Connection with Nature: Spending time in nature 
connects us with the rhythms of the natural world, 
grounding us in a sense of awe and wonder that 
fosters inner peace.

The Ripple Effect of Inner Peace: As we cultivate 
inner peace within ourselves, our peaceful presence 
has a ripple effect, touching the lives of those 
around us. 

In a world yearning for peace, the journey begins 
within the recesses of our own hearts. Let us embark 
on this sacred journey with courage and conviction, 
knowing that the path to peace begins with a single 
step – the step towards harmony within.

Pavki Yadav
XI A2

There have been a lot of 
talks on peace in the past 
few years, but, what is our 

definition of peace?, no wars between countries?, 
love and care for all humans? All of this is true, but 
keeping these things aside, have we ever thought 
about a major violation made against peace by us, 
humans? Yes, it’s the one made against the very 
existence of our mother nature. Not many people 
may agree on this. But, sometimes, don’t you get 
a feeling that the earth used to be a paradise as it 
was? Sure, some changes were necessary in order 
to make life easy for us, but are we really doing 
justice with the earth? 

Advancements are necessary, but the greed of 
wanting more and more may turn out to be a curse 
for us. The severe disruptions towards the earth not 
only damage its beauty, but also make us witness the 
rage of nature. Till today many people, including 
I, seek beauty in the astounding ecosystem of our 
earth. So, let’s not ruin the childhood of our future 
generations by robbing them of the divine creation 
of the universe. Let’s save our mother earth before 
it’s too late.

Riddhi Shrivastava
IX B

At Peace with Nature
Student Editors

A Journey Towards Harmony within
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Shining 
Accolades
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95.8% 95.6%

95.4% 95%

96.4%

Saksham Saxena
First Position

School Toppers

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - XII

Kartikeya Kabdal Srishti Chatterjee

Nishant Kumar Jyoti Bhardwaj
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94.2% 93.4%

93.4% 90.6%

95.4%

Science Toppers

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - XII

Suhani Saxena Vibhu Awasthi

Nishant  Kumar

Anuj Nagar Harsh Kumar Singh
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88.2% 87.4%

86.6% 80.4%

95.8%

Commerce Toppers

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - XII

Kashish Bhati Sneha Singh

Kartikeya Kabdal

Deepika Nagar Ruvab Johar
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95.6% 95%

96.4%

Humanities Toppers

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - XII

Srishti Chatterjee Jyoti Bhardwaj

Saksham Saxena

93%

Jyoti Mishra

95%
Fatima Nadeem
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97% 95.8%

95.7% 95.7%

School Toppers

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - X

Vaibhav Chaudhary Tanishka Pandit

Arshia Gumber Anushka Nagar

97.3%
Kanupriya SharmaFirst Position
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Subject Toppers
ENGLISH

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - X

97%

Parv Chauhan

97%
Kanupriya Sharma

97%
Eysha Muzamil

97%
Jaishna Prakash

SCIENCE

99%
Kanupriya Sharma

98%
Tanishka Pandit

98%
Sriparna Choudhary

HINDI
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SOCIAL SCIENCE

CBSE TOPPERS CLASS - X

100%
Vaibhav Chaudhary

100%
Arshia Gumber

MATHEMATICS

100%
Vaibhav Chaudhary

100%
Chitsaroop Singh

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGYHINDI

99%
Anushka Nagar

98%
Sriparna Choudhary

97%
Tanishka Pandit
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Stride Towards Excellence

Anushka Sharma, Shreyasi Raturi, and 
Yati Shukla won First prize in dance 
competition in Bhartiya Lok Nritya 
Pratiyogita organised by Ten News Network 
on 4 November 2023. In the recently announced JEE (Main) 2024 result, several 

students of our school have showcased remarkable 
performances underscoring the school’s commitment to 
academic excellence. Noteworthy among them are Vansh 
Gautam securing an impressive 99.85 percentile, Aryan 
Agarwal with 99.2, Pratyush Somani with 98.9 and Aadi 
Jain with 98.5 percentile.

Parinita Kaul VII A and Pahal Khugshal 
VII C secured II position in Wild Wisdom 
Global Challenge 2023 at State Level 
(Delhi NCR).

Our school choir won 2nd Position with cash prize of 
Rs. 3000 in Carol competition organised by YMCA Delhi.

Vansh Guatum (99.85)

Pratyush Somani (98.9)

Aryan Aggarwal (99.2)

Aadi Jain (98.5)

Achievements
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Achievements

About 97 children from Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida 
participated in the SPARK MUN 2023, organized by Fr. 
Agnel School Delhi, and the school received the Best School 
Delegation Award.  

Aleema Arshad of UKG B got III prize in code 
spectrum.

Trisha Gupta  of class V 
bagged First  prize in dance 

competition.

Kavya Singh IV B bagged Gold 
medal at Uttar Pradesh Dance 
Sports Championship 2023 at 

Delhi World Public School.

Yasharth Sonkar VIII A, Vatsal Goyal VII A, Aradhay 
Singh VII A and Rajveer Singh VI B got II position in 
Conventus Scientiae Urges. 

Jayti Sood of IX B secured First position 
in Solo singing competition organised by 
Vidhya Music and Dance Institute Greater 
Noida .
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Sports Accomplishments

Runner Up, Boys Football Team (U-19)
CBSE XIX Cluster Football Championship 2023-24, 

(Purngyananjali International School, Muradnagar, 
Ghaziabad)

Runner Up, Boys Basketball Team (U-19)
Inter School Basketball Championship 2023-24
(Niscort Fr. Agnel School, Vaishali, Ghaziabad)

Adhvik Bhatia, (2nd Position)
Republic Tennis Cup 2024

(YMCA Sports Complex, Greater Noida)

Second Runner-up, Under 12 Boys Football Team 
ATS Inter School Football Tournament 2023-24

(Fr. Agnel School, Noida) 

Winner, Boys Football Team (U-15)
W.C. Somerville Memorial 15th Inter School Football 

Championship 2023-24
(Somerville School, Greater Noida)

Winner, ATHLETES 
Inter School Athletics Championship 2023-24

(Shanti International School, Noida)
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Sports Accomplishments

Runner-up, Under 15 Girls Football Team 
Inter School Senior Sports Meet Football Tournament 2023 

(Pragyan School, Greater Noida)

Winner, Boys Football Team (U-18)
Strikers Showdown Football Tournament 2023

Held at Noida 

Sourav Yadav, (Best Player of the 
Tournament)

Inter School Basketball 
Championship 2023-24

(Niscort Fr. Agnel School, Vaishali, 
Ghaziabad)

WINNER ATHLETES
Inter School Athletics Championship 2023-24 (Pragyan School, Greater Noida)

Vedita Vats of VII 
secured Second 

Position in 3rd Short 
tracking Roller Skating 

Championship 2023.
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ATL TECHSUSTAIN-2023 AT 
KAUSHALYA WORLD SCHOOL, 
GREATER NOIDA
Aditya Bhatwan (class 10) and 
Shambhavi Singh (class 9) received 
“Special Merit” Trophy in ATL 
Techsustain held at Kaushalya 
World School, Greater Noida 
for their innovative project 
‘‘Blazeguard”.

Nishka Kashyap, Aadya Sharma and Priyanshi 
Singh got Selected under top 100 for Atal Catalyst 3.0 
program out of 25,000 participants for their digital 
Prototype “Firesite Readers” in ATL Tinkerpreneur 
2023 organised by AIM,NITI Aayog.

 Selected as ‘ATL School of the March’ by AIM 
(Atal Innovation Mission) NITI Aayog for the 

month of March 2023.

Media Gallery

Stride Towards Excellence
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Proud Legacy 
of

Leadership
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Wouldn’t our 
academics be awfully 
tedious and boring 

without dance, music and other 
extracurricular activities?

In addition to being a form of 
entertainment and a means of 
escape from the ruthless and cut 
throat competitive academic 
world, cultural activities 
contribute to the holistic 
development of students, 
fostering skills and qualities 
beyond academic achievements. 
This is why encouragement for 
cultural activities from a young 
age is very crucial for the growth 
of a child. 

The School’s Cultural Ministry 
is a vital component of the 
School’s student council. It 
mainly revolves around event 
planning, competitions, heritage 
awareness, multi-cultural 
initiatives and collaboration 
with other ministries of the 
School Parliament for various 
events, drives and seminars.

Our chief objective has been 
to support and facilitate 
the innovative approaches 
to artistic expression and 
cultural development. This 
year the ministry has laid 
special emphasis on increasing 
student involvement in various 
activities and events.

The Teachers’ Day and 
Janmashtami celebrations 
organised by the School 
Parliament are ideal illustrations 
of leadership and management 
skills of young Agnelites. The 
students collaborated with one 
another to ensure the smooth 
execution of the events. The 
Ministry ensured that the 
students who are well versed 
and proficient in a particular 
field such as dance, acting, 
music should take charge. It was 
a wonderful learning experience 
as the senior students passed on 
their knowledge and expertise 
to the younger generation and 
the former learned important 
lessons in management 

and planning through field 
experience.

Besides, the Ministry has been 
actively involved in event 
planning and management 
for various Inter School, Inter 
Class, Inter House activities 
and competitions along with 
numerous special assemblies 
organised within the school.

We envision to promote a 
healthy balance between the 
academic and the extracurricular, 
and to encourage direct student 
participation in future events, 
to promote inclusivity and 
harness the individual talents.

Our school has provided a 
wonderful platform for the 
growth of students and various 
opportunities to explore, 
experience and create and 
innovate. We hope that the 
students would take good 
advantage of these opportunities 
to expand their horizons.

Kanupriya Sharma, XI A1
Cultural Minister

The Ministry of
CULTURAL AFFAIRS
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The school Parliament 2023 
- 2024 has been a wonderful 
phase for all of us with 

new challenges and unforgettable 
experiences on its way. Throughout 
this journey all the cabinet 
ministers worked laboriously to 
bring laurels to the school. The 
Social and Environmental Ministry 
worked effectively with the help of 
the creative and energetic souls of 
the Ministry. 

Joy of giving week was conducted 
by the Ministry where the Agnelites 
came together to serve the needy. 
We collected necessary items such 
as clothes, stationary, toiletries, food 
items and cash. There was a smile 
playing on the faces of the needy 
when we approached them with 
the items. We felt grateful that our 
small help turned out to be a reason 
for their happiness. 

The enthusiastic participation 

from the students for Cleanliness 
Drive exhibited their respect for our 
mother earth. Our team undertook 
the task of cleaning the Alpha 
Market and Rampur Market along 
with spreading awareness about it 
by chanting slogans and holding 
posters in our hand.

The Ministry also conducted a Tree 
Plantation Drive and a Seminar 
on Personal Hygiene for girls. 
The journey of being a part of the 
Parliament was a life learning 
lesson. It taught us leadership, team 
spirit, and the spirit of problem 
solving, overcoming fears and facing 
challenges. There were times when 
we made mistakes but learnt from 
them and got better. The experience 
in the academic year 2023-24 was 
fruitful, recreational and worth 
cherishing.

Taanushya Chandra, XI A1
Social and Environment Minister

The Social and 
Environment Ministry: 
'A Journey to Cherish'

‘Every new 
day is a 
journey with 
a new joy, 
new plan 
and a new 
life’.
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From the day we took the 
oath to lead our House and to 
guide them to the pinnacle, 

till now when we can see the 
fruitful outcomes, demonstrates 
the diligence and cooperation of 
the House members. The colour 
green, which symbolises renewal, 
resurrection, prosperity and 
energy when intertwined with the 
name ‘Kabir’ which personifies 
magnificent and powerful 
leadership can rewrite destiny. 

The session 2023 - 2024 commenced 
with a winning start when Kabir 
House demonstrated its superiority 
in terms of coordination, 
togetherness and unity by putting 
up an enthusiastic Inter House 
March Past to honour our National 
Flag on the auspicious occasion 
of Independence Day and proudly 
secured first place in the March 
Past.

These rhythmic steps continued 
into another award winning event, 

National Sports Day where students 
enthusiastically were engaged 
in a variety of sports, including 
Basketball, Football, Tug of War 
and Races. Their efforts paid off 
as the House won second place in 
the IX - XII category. Though there 
were occasional highs and lows, 
we learned from our mistakes and 
moved on towards excellence. The 
year concluded with an Inter House 
Carol singing competition in which 
Kabir House represented Hope 
and had a victorious moment by 
winning the first prize in both VI - 
VIII and IX - XI categories.

We treasure the times we spent 
together and the memories we 
created on this lovely voyage filled 
with delightful experiences. Kabir 
House consistently highlighted 
the importance of learning from 
mistakes, having our aims and 
goals in mind and accomplishing 
them. As we look back, we fortify 
ourselves for the challenges and 
opportunities that lie ahead.

House Reports

Kabir House
A Symbol of Courage and 
Collaboration
“We can’t change the direction of the wind, 
but can adjust our sails to always reach our 
destiny.”

Ayush Kumar Bhati
XI A2

Captain

Anushka Nigam
IX C

Vice Captain
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New scholastic year appeared with new aspirations, 
new enthusiasm and Vivekananda House marched 
ahead with its victorious mindset. Our House 

with their commendable performances grabbed every 
opportunity they possibly had to out shine themselves 
by taking part in various activities and showcasing their 
prodigious talents.

Yellow House brought immense glory to its name, as they 
secured first position in the Inter House Sports competition 
held for classes VI-VIII and in the Badminton Competition 
held for classes IX-XII. The House participated with 
brimming passion, zest and keenness in all the competitions. 
It doesn’t matter how many times the House brought 
accolades and how many thanks we confidently accepted in 
this journey of 2023-24 but the only thing that matters is the 
cooperation and teamwork among the House mates.

However, we will keep striving to be at top and bring laurels 
to our House in future and always.

House Reports

Vivekananda House
The Realm of Propensity 
for Hard Work

“Coming together is a beginning, 
keeping together is a process and 
working together is success”

Sukrit Pratap Singh 
XI A1

Captain

Anushka Khari
IX D

Vice Captain
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From the moment I 
was appointed as the 
House Captain of the 

GURUNANAK HOUSE, I knew it 
was a responsibility that would 
significantly shape my school 
life. It was a mix of emotions - 
thrilled, anxious, and determined. 
I felt honoured because my peers 
and teachers believed in my 
leadership skills and bestowed 
upon me such a significant role.

Our House, symbolised by the 
blue colour of the ocean and 
the sky, stands for the values of 
loyalty, wisdom, and integrity. 
One of the most exciting parts 
after becoming a House Captain 
was leading our House in the 
Annual Sports Day. The entire 
team was buzzing with energy, 
and their faces were painted 
in our house colour. The 
camaraderie, resilience, and spirit 

we displayed were victorious in 
their own right.

Additionally, we participated in 
various extracurricular activities 
- be it sports events, cultural 
competitions, carol singing 
and many more. We displayed 
team spirit, hard work and 
determination.

Looking forward, let's continue 
to support one another, to 
celebrate every small victory as if 
it were our own, and to face each 
day with the resolve to uphold 
the honour of the House. It is 
our unity, shared purpose, and 
unwavering bond that will lead us 
to greater heights.

Here's to us—here's to the 
Blue House. May our collective 
spirit guide us to another year 
of success, friendship, and 
unforgettable memories.

House Reports

Gurunanak House 
Unwavering Epitome of 
Perseverance

Riya Kumari
XI B

Captain

Shambhavi Singh
IX D

Vice Captain
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Anushka Nagar 
XI A1

Captain

Shweta Yadav
IX C

Vice Captain

The glorious beginning of the academic year 2023-24 was the 
official oath taking ceremony by the House to succeed in 
every challenge that comes its way and perform with its 

full potential. The members and in-charges were delighted to once 
again start a journey to prove their worth and participate with 
determination and ambition and learn with zeal.

At the end of the day, the beauty of St. Thomas House lies in 
winning and participating whole heartedly to achieve the ultimate 
purpose, to take our School to the pinnacle of success. Pertaining 
to this St. Thomas House secured overall first position in the 
sports activities organised in lieu of National Sports Day. From 
classes IX-XII our House secured first position in Badminton (both 
boys and girls) and Football, and were runner ups in Kabaddi and 
Tug of war (girls). St. Thomas House secured the second and first 
position in classes III-V and overall secured first position with 42 
points.

From taking part in activities to winning them, students have 
proved themselves in every way. The teacher in-charges have 
always been a major support, and their constant guidance and 
advice have always been a great help.

House Reports

St. Thomas House
Where Self Confidence 
is an Attitude
“Win or lose, I believe in giving my 
best and that is what I always do.” 

- Lin Dan
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On the bright morning of 
19 May 2023, our school's 
prestigious Investiture 

Ceremony unfolded within 
the dignified confines of 
our school auditorium. The 
occasion was not only a 
celebration of leadership but 

also a testament to the values and traditions that 
our School holds.
As the students, teachers, and esteemed guests 
gathered and there was an air of anticipation and 
pride in the auditorium. The stage was adorned 
with the school's emblem, and the school flag stood 
tall. The heart of the ceremony was the formation 
of the Student Parliament, a representative body 
entrusted with the responsibility of leading and 
serving the student community after a process of 
free and fair election and prudent selection through 
interviews and interactions. 
At the helm of this Parliament were our newly 
appointed Head Boy, Neelay Naman and Head Girl, 
Surbhi Sharma. Assisting them were dedicated 
cabinet members, each chosen for their unique 
talents and capabilities, followed by House Captains 
and Vice Captains and Class Representatives.
In a momentous and symbolic act, each 
Parliamentarian was called upon the stage to be 
honoured with badges and sashes by the officiating 

Principal, Sir Joji Joseph and our Manager, Rev. Fr. 
Bento. These badges and sashes symbolised the 
authority, responsibility, and trust placed upon 
them. Amidst the official proceedings, the ceremony 
was adorned with captivating performances by the 
talented students. 
Adding a special grace to the event, we were 
honoured to have Sir J. P. Diaz as our esteemed Chief 
Guest. His presence and words of wisdom inspired 
us all.
Following the Chief Guest's address, our officiating 
Principal, Sir Joji Joseph, delivered a heartfelt 
speech, reminding us of the noble values that define 
our school and the expectations that come with 
leadership. Later, Rev. Fr. Bento addressed the newly 
formed Parliament advising them to chart their 
own course and not to be bound by the shadows of 
the previous council.
The Investiture Ceremony of 2023 was not just an 
event; it was a symbol of the torch being passed on 
to a new generation of leaders. As the newly elected 
students took their oath of office, we embarked on 
a journey tested by responsibility, discipline and 
commitment. It was a moment of pride, inspiration, 
and reflection. It set the tone for the year ahead, 
reminding us of the high standards and ideals 
we aspire to uphold as leaders within our school 
community.

Mohd. Areeb Ehsan, IX B
Deputy Home Minister

Vesting the Responsibilities
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School Parliament 2023-24

NEELAY NAMAN
HEAD BOY

PARV CHAUHAN
DEPUTY HEAD BOY

DEVANSH PRASAD
SPEAKER

MEGHAL PANDEY
HOME MINISTER

UNNATI SRIVASTAVA 
DEPUTY SPEAKER

MOHD. AREEB EHSAN 
DEPUTY HOME MINISTER

AVNI BRAR 
SECRETARY

KANUPRIYA SHARMA 
CULTURAL MINISTER

HARSHITA NEGI
DEPUTY SECRETARY

RIDDHI SHRIVASTAVA 
DEPUTY CULTURAL 

MINISTER

SURBHI SHARMA
HEAD GIRL

RACHEL SARA JOSEPH
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL
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BHARAT SINGH
SPORTS MINISTER

ISHITA BHATI 
DEPUTY SOCIAL & 
ENVIRN. MINISTER

NEETU CHOWDHARY
SPORTS GIRL

ROSHNI NANDA
NVC MINISTER

ANUSHKA NAGAR
ST. THOMAS HOUSE 

CAPTAIN

AYUSH KUMAR BHATI 
KABEER HOUSE CAPTAIN

SHWETA YADAV
THOMAS HOUSE VICE 

CAPTAIN

ANUSHKA NIGAM
KABIR HOUSE 
VICE CAPTAIN

SUKRIT PRATAP SINGH 
CAPTAIN VIVEKANAND 

HOUSE

RIYA KUMARI
GURUNANAK HOUSE 

CAPTAIN

ANUSHKA KHARI
VIVEKANAND HOUSE

VICE CAPTAIN

SHAMBHAVI SINGH
GURUNANAK HOUSE 

VICE CAPTAIN

TANUSHYA CHANDRA
SOCIAL & ENVIRN. MINISTER

MONAL RAJPUT 
DEPUTY NVC MINISTER
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“Welcome to the World of 
Innovation and Creativity”

ATL is a work space where young 
minds can lend contour to their 
thoughts through hands on do-it-
yourself (DIY) approach and 
thereby acquire innovation skills. 
The Atal Tinkering Lab(ATL) at Fr. 
Agnel School, Greater Noida has 
been bustling with energy and 
ideas since its inception. 

The lab has taken an initiative to 
spread awareness as well as engage 
the neighbourhood Non- ATL 
schools to provide the experience 
of the world of future technologies. 
On April 26, 2023 school had 
celebrated the ATL Community 
Day. To celebrate this day, the 45 
students and a teacher from 
nearby school (Bethany Convent 
School) participated in getting 
hands-on experience of electronic 
circuit and its components. The 
students learnt about 3D printer, 
3D pen and models created with 
them. 

Our School got selected as ‘ATL 
School of the March’ by AIM (Atal 
Innovation Mission) NITI Aayog 
for the month of March 2023. 
Apart from numerous 
achievements our School 
received the “Certificate of 
Appreciation” for Excellent 
performance in ATL Marathon 
2023-24 by AIM, NITI Aayog.
In the ATL, Students are 
encouraged to think out of the box 
and experiment with various tools, 
technologies and materials. From 
robotics to 3D printing, from 
coding to electronics, students 
have the opportunity to delve into 
diverse fields and explore their 
interests. They learn to ideate, 
prototype and iterate their 
projects, turning their innovative 
ideas into reality.
On November 23, 2023, Kartik 
Mishra of class XB participated in 
the IIC-Regional Meet at Amity 
University’s Noida Campus in 
Uttar Pradesh with ATL In-charge, 
Mrs. Sadhana Kaushik and Physics 
Teacher, Mrs. Ankita Gautam. 
Varun Dev Mittal, Kanupriya 
Sharma and Nikhil Bharadwaj of 
Class XI with ATL Incharge, Mrs. 
Sadhana participated in State’s 
Largest Climate Clock  Assembly 

and Display Event on 30th 
December, 2023. The event was 
organised by IIMT Group of 
Colleges in Collaboration with 
ENERGY SWARAJ FOUNDATION & 
SWITCHON FOUNDATION to make 
people aware of the harm caused 
to our planet due to global 
warming.
The lab has witnessed a plethora 
of projects that showcase the 
creativity and ingenuity of our 
students. Some projects include 
Eyeprotective Laptop, Medbot, 
Posture Corrector Chair, Smart 
Sorting Bin, Smart IOT Agriculture, 
Sensing Stick, Watch Your Fall, 
Anti Water Logging system, 
Foggvision, etc.
The lab has become a hub of 
activity where imagination knows 
no bounds. It is designed to foster 
a spirit of innovation, problem 
solving and hands on learning 
activities among students.

Ms. Sadhna Kaushik, 
ATL Lab Incharge
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Adding a new feather in our 
cap and catering to the needs 
of the new age generation 
our School Management has 
introduced the Innovation 
Cell and a new subject Design 
Thinking for the students who 
are interested in innovation 

from classes VI-VIII this academic year 2023-24. 
Innovation refers to the process of introducing 
new ideas, methods and services that bring about 
positive change and improvement. The Innovation 
Cell aims to inculcate the spirit of innovation and 
entrepreneurship amongst the students, encourage 
and support innovation through guidance and 
mentorship. Design thinking basically provides 
students an ability for creativity, problem solving 

and an impetus for startups and entrepreneurial 
thinking among the students. Design thinking also 
provides resources, mentorship and a collaborative 
environment to support innovative projects and 
ideas. If seen from a future perspective, this subject 
can lead our country to the top in innovation 
and will be boosting India’s economic strength. 
This generation will be seeing new businesses and 
startups and will be working as a job giver. There 
is no change without innovation, creativity and 
incentive for improvement and those who initiate 
change will have a better opportunity to manage 
the change that is inevitable.

Divyansh Bahukhandi
X A

Innovation Cell

Green School Programme 
(GSP) is an innovative 
environment education 

programme for students, 
teachers and schools in 
India. It helps schools assess 
their use of resources and 
map their consumption and 
wastage across six key areas - 

air, energy, food, land, water and waste. The schools 
do this with the help of the GSP Audit, a formal tool 
designed exclusively for them.

The objective is to educate the young minds through 
their actions. They walk the talk to understand 
sustainability. We learn best when we implement 
our ideas; when we measure what we have done 
and we set goals for what needs to be done next. It's 
pedagogy in action; it is learning by doing.

The Programme uses an analytical platform to 
track the environmental performance of schools 
to assess on these impact indicators, assigning a 
sustainability rating on a scale ranging from Green 
to Yellow, Orange and Red.

Our School received the Green School Award on 30 
January 2024 at India Habitat Centre in an Annual 
Green School Award Ceremony. It is a prestigious 
event that celebrates the ‘Green’ achievement of 
the outstanding schools from across the country for 
their ingenuity and progressive practices. 

The Green School Programme motivates us to be 
the change we want to see in the world. It gives us 
hope to see the better future.

Ms. Payal Singh
Teacher Coordinator, Green School Programme

We are Green School
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The National Cadet 
Corps (NCC)  lays 
the foundation of 

discipline, patriotism and 
service in schools across the 

nation. With its roots deeply embedded in the 
education system of our country NCC plays a vital 
role in shaping character and instilling values 
among the youth. NCC in our Father Agnel School, 
Greater Noida was established with the aim of 
grooming and nurturing young minds  to become 
responsible civilians and develop their personality 
with a sense of social service. It was introduced in 
our school for girls in the year 2022 to empower 
them,  engage them in physical activities to learn 
new skills, make them strong and provide them 
exposure to face the world.

An NCC camp was also organised in Panchsheel 
Balak Inter College, where 21 girl cadets of our 
School were trained for 10 days. There were many 
senior and junior cadets of different schools and 

colleges to learn and groom 
with. During the camp all the 
cadets encountered a diverse array 
of  experiences, learnt many life 
skills and got enriched with variety 
of physical activites. They have set a brilliant 
example for their juniors.  We had a lot of fun 
while doing the drills, physical exercises, etc. Those 
10 days with friends are the memories that  we 
all would cherish. Bonding with fellow cadets over 
shared goals and overcoming obstacles together 
forged deep friendships.

Our cadets have put collaborative efforts to make 
this foundation stronger under the guidance 
and training of Ma'am Farhana Salmani. The 
adventures, activities and learning experiences not 
only boosted self confidence of the cadets but also 
equipped them with leadership qualities, sense of 
responsibility and social service.

Jayti Sood
IX B

NCC
Empowering 
The Youth
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Foundation Day of Fr. Agnel school Gr. Noida 
is celebrated every year on 5 April when the 
foundation of Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida 

was laid. This day is immensely important for every 
single proud and meritorious Agnelite receiving 
education from our School which completed its 13 
glorious years. This year’s Foundation Day was held 
on 15 April by the Cultural Ministry which turned 
out to be a huge success. 

Foundation Day

The day was a beautiful blend of various 
cultural performances such as classical dance, a 
motivating act on the significance of our School 
values. Evidently, every Agnelite felt proud to 
celebrate 14th Foundation Day of our School.

The Vice Principal, Sir Joji Joseph congratulated 
all the Agnelites to have completed 13 glorious 
years and reminded us to follow the steps of 
our Patron, Fr. Agnelo. The Foundation Day is 
also remembered for the release of our School 
Magazine, ‘Agnel Lights’ which was released by the 
esteemed guest, members of Schools Management 
Committee and the proud members of the School 
Magazine’s Editorial Board.

Ishita Bhati
IX D
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The school's Auditorium buzzed 
with energy and enthusiasm 
on 2 May as students and 

teachers joined hands to celebrate 
Labour Day. This special event was 
organised to honour and appreciate 
the hard work and dedication of the 

school's supporting staff.

The event commenced with a warm welcome to the staff 
followed by honouring them with gifts and tokens of love. 
The atmosphere was festive, with decorations highlighting 
the importance of labour and the contributions of the 
support staff through a cultural programme.

The highlight of the event was the speech delivered by the 
school's officiating Principal, Sir Joji Joseph who expressed 
gratitude for the tireless efforts of the support staff and 
emphasised on recognising and valuing the contributions 
of every member of the school community.

A touching moment occurred when the students 
presented gifts from the bottom of their heart to the 
hardworking helping staff of the School. These gifts were 
a token of love, appreciation and acknowledgement of 
their role in maintaining the school's smooth functioning. 
The cultural programme added a lively and entertaining 
element to the celebration, contributing to the overall 
festive atmosphere. The joy and gratitude on the faces 
of the helping staff reflected the success of the event 
fostering a sense of community and recognition.

Aashi Aggarwal, IX C

Labour Day
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Not every day unfolds 
in the same way 
– some days bring 

cheer, while others cast a 
gloom. On one such day, we, 
the students of Fr. Agnel 
School, Greater Noida, bid 
a poignant farewell to our 
beloved Principal, Rev. Sr. 

Pramila Vas, who had been the guiding light of our 
School for an extensive phase.

Sr. Pramila Vas’s name became synonymous with 
dedication, wisdom and compassion as she played 
a vital role in shaping the academic and moral 
fabric of our institution.

In admiration for the services she rendered to 
our School, the students of class X A and XII A1 
organised a farewell programne on 26 March 2023 
in her honour, which was a testament to the deep 
respect and appreciation we all hold for Sr. Pramila 
Vas. The event, filled with heartfelt speeches, 
nostalgic skits, and musical tributes, served a 

fitting tribute to a leader who left an indelible 
mark on our School. The Students presented small 
acts passionately to show gratitude for what they 
received from her. A self composed poem by Aloshi 
Sunoj and a Powerpoint presentation stringed with 
golden moments stirred a streak of memories in 
her heart.

The farewell function provided Sr. Pramila Vas 
with an opportunity to share her parting words 
of wisdom. Her heartfelt speech resonated with a 
sense of gratitude for the entire school community 
and a hope for the continued success of our 
institution. Her unwavering commitment to 
excellence has set a standard that will continue to 
inspire both the students and the faculty for years 
to come.

As her departure marked the end of an era, it also 
heralded the beginning of a new chapter for Fr. 
Agnel School, Greater Noida. We, the Agnelites, are 
poised to carry forward the values and teachings 
instilled in us by our beloved Principal, Sr. Pramila 
Vas.

Vanisha Singh
X A

Fare Thee Well
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As the doors swung open to 
welcome back our vibrant 
student body after the summer 

break, the air buzzed with excitement 
at Father Agnel School, Greater Noida. 
The reopening assembly held on 03 
July 2023 presented by the students 
of classes X B and IV D voiced loud 
the essence of unity, renewal, and 
shared aspirations. The staff and 
Management of our School joyously 
welcomed students back to its 
premises after summer vacations. 

Amidst the joyous return to the 
School after the break, the assembly 
opened with students of class X 
B enthusiastically sharing their 
vibrant holiday escapades, and vividly 

describing their experiences. The 
narratives included lush green valleys 
of Jammu, revered site of Vaishno Devi 
temple, and the unique Dogri culture. 
This was further accentuated by a 
captivating performance of a Dogri 
regional song. The session seamlessly 
transitioned to Assam, spotlighting 
its famous tea industry, and rich 
traditions. The segment reached 
its pinnacle with a mesmerising 
Bihu dance performance, reflecting 
the jubilant spirit and colourful 
celebrations of Assam. Engaging 
discussions illuminated various 
aspects of Indian culture and its social 
and religious ceremonies in various 
other states that students visited in 
their holidays. 

Reopening Assembly
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A pivotal moment arrived at 
the reopening of the School 
with the introduction of our 

new Principal, Sir Jean Paul Diaz, 
lauding his 21 years of educational 
excellence and prestigious 
accolades including the Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam Award. Highlighting 
his dynamic leadership, effective 
communication, and extensive 
administrative experience, the 
assembly welcomed Sir Diaz with 
heartfelt anticipation for his 
transformative impact on the 
institution. Rev. Father Bento's 
gesture of presenting a sapling 
reflected the School's trust in 
Sir Diaz's nurturing leadership, 
symbolising growth, and a shared 
commitment to reaching new 
heights of achievement and 
enlightenment under his guidance.

Our Vice Principal, Sir Joji Joseph 
extended a heartfelt welcome to 
our Assistant Manager, Rev. Father 
Jovito Vaz signifying the unity and 
collaboration within the school's 
leadership. This warm reception 

was followed by a gracious 
acknowledgement of Sir Joji 
Joseph's dedicated service during 
his tenure as the interim Principal 
and his seamless transition to the 
role of Vice Principal. This display 
of gratitude underscored the 
smooth transfer of responsibilities 
and the continuity in the School's 
administrative leadership.

Following this, Sir Jean Paul 
Diaz addressed the gathering 
for the first time as the School's 
Principal, expressing his eagerness 
to collaborate with the school 
community in fostering a thriving 
educational environment filled 
with growth, exploration, and 
collective success. The event 
wrapped up with an uplifting 
performance by the spirited young 
Agnelites in the 'back to school' 
dance, signalling a resurgence of 
excitement and a renewed passion 
for learning.

TANYA GUPTA
X B

Heralding a
NEW ERA
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The Annual Award 
Ceremony of Father 
Agnel School, Greater 

Noida 2023 held on 03 August 
was a day dedicated to 
recognising the hard work 
and excellence of the students 
who worked tirelessly, learnt 
dedicatedly and performed 
marvellously throughout 
the year. The event brought 
students, teachers, parents 
and many other esteemed 
guests together to applaud the 
achievements of the individuals 
across various fields. 

The programme was titled 
COVENANT as it aimed to 
highlight the significance of 
the Ten Commandments in 
students’ life. The occasion 
was graced by the presence 
of our special guest, Dr Tanvi 
Vats, the professor of Organic 
Chemistry at Gautam Buddha 
University, Greater Noida. Along 
with her, our Manager, Rev. 
Fr. Bento, Assistant Manager, 
Rev. Fr. Jovito, our Principal, 
Sir J P Diaz, Vice Principal, Sir 
Joji Joseph, administrator Col. 
Joji Joseph, Fathers, Sisters 

and Principals of various 
renowned schools and the 
prestigious guests placed the 10 
Commandments on the stone 
tablet to mark the beginning 
of the programme. Four out 
of the ten commandments - 
‘Thou Shall not Steal’, ‘Thou 
Shall Honour thy Parents’, 
‘Thou Shall not Kill’ and ‘Thou 
Shall Have Faith in God’ were 
presented through impactful 
acts and rhythmic dances by 
the Agnelites. 

Covenant
The Annual Award Ceremony
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Then, the most awaited moment came and the 
prizes were distributed for Academic Excellence 
and Full Attendance followed by the prizes for 
Good Samaritans, Best Dancers, Artists, Actors, 
Orators and Singers. The applause and cheers of the 
audience echoing in the auditorium added to the 
sense of pride and accomplishment. 

Dr. Tanvi Vats through her words of appreciation 
raised the spirits of all the participants and 
awardees. Our Manager, Rev. Father Bento 
emphasised the messages of the 10 Commandments 
as they conveyed the importance of truthfulness, 
honesty and peace to the students. Our Principal, 
Sir J P Diaz touched upon the highlights of the 
academic year, the School's achievements, and 
the importance of recognising and rewarding 
hard work. Beyond the individual recognition, the 
Annual Award Ceremony fostered a sense of school 
spirit and its aim for excellence and hard work. 
The programme concluded leaving behind a trail of 
memories and a sense of motivation and hope for 
more glorious achievements in the years to come.

Divyanshi Kaul, IX B
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"Love your neighbour 
as yourself" - a timeless 
commandment that embodies the 
essence of compassion and empathy. 
At Father Agnel School, Greater 
Noida this mantra isn't just a motto; 
it's a way of life. As we step into the 

season of giving, our school community enthusiastically 
embraces the spirit of charity through the Joy of Giving 
Week.

The sentiment of charity echoes throughout the lives 
of Agnelites as students, teachers, and staff unite to 
collect toiletries, stationery, clothes, household items, 
food items, and even cash became the gesture of love, 
compassion and joy transcending the boundaries of our 
School premises to touch the lives of the less fortunate 
in the vicinity. The collection boxes, strategically placed 
across the campus were brimming with essentials 
and generous donations. It was sheer joy to witness 
students discussing the impact of their contributions 
and realising that even the smallest gesture can create 
a ripple effect of positivity. The School organised visits 
to nearby slum areas with the School Parliamentarians 
and volunteers to distribute the donations ensuring that 
each item reaches its intended destination – the homes 
and hearts of those who need it most.

The Joy of Giving Week at Father Agnel School is a 
celebration of humanity's capacity for kindness. In 
giving, we find a profound connection with our fellow 
beings, and in that connection, we discover the true 
meaning of joy. We nourish the belief that by loving ‘our 
neighbours as ourselves’ we serve God. 

Ibrahim Nadeem
IX C

Spreading Joy
and Compassion
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Keeping our surroundings clean is not just 
a matter of virtue, but a lifestyle that 
promotes good health and well-being. It 

also instils a sense of pride in our environment 
fostering a culture that values hygiene and 
cleanliness. These initiatives have the power to 
transform communities, raise awareness about 
the environment, and make a lasting impact on 
society.

Our School organised a cleanliness drive on 
the 27 September 2023 to create awareness and 
clean the surroundings. Students from classes 
VI-X participated wholeheartedly in the event 
and raised slogans to amplify their voices. 
Together, we formed three teams, each tasked 

with venturing into bustling zones. Although it 
was disheartening to see certain places littered 
with waste, as an Agnelite, it motivated us to 
take action. We diligently gathered garbage and 
placed it in bags, which were deposited in a cart. 
Our esteemed Vice Principal, administrators, 
teachers, didis, and bhaiyas all joined us in 
this noble endeavour. We had a remarkable 
experience and a joyful time. We should strive to 
maintain a clean and healthy environment and 
make cleanliness a habit, a priority not just an 
occasional chore.

Shweta Yadav
IX C

Cleanliness is Godliness
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In the world of diplomacy 
and international 
relations, the Model 

United Nations (MUN) is an 
arena where young minds 
come together to discuss 
global issues, negotiate 
solutions, and learn about 

the complexities of the real world. On 3 and 4 
November, our school delegation participated 
in the prestigious SPARK MUN 2023 event and 
emerged as a shining star of the event. Our School 
not only clinched the title of the Best School 
Delegation but also brought home multiple laurels. 

Several of our students won individual 
awards for their outstanding performance in 
various committees. From Best Delegate to 

Special Mention awards, our school's name 
was consistently called out during the award 
ceremony. Our students' ability to address 
complex global issues and propose innovative 
solutions was highly appreciated by the MUN 
community.

     

MODEL UNITED NATIONS: 
A Diplomatic Journey to Success

The success of our school delegation at MUN 2023 is the result of 
the collective effort of the students as well as our lovely teachers. 
Our teachers Ms. Vijaya Raje and Ms. Sonia Singh played a pivotal 
role in mentoring and guiding the delegates, helping them 
develop a deep understanding of the topics they discussed. The 
journey to victory was marked by rigorous preparation, research, 
and mock sessions to tune their skills carefully. The knowledge 
and experiences gained from this conference will continue to 
shape our students as they embark on their future endeavours 
making a positive impact on the world.

Ibrahim Nadeem
IX C

STUDENT NAME 	 CLASS 	           AWARD
Ibrahim Nadeem 	 IX-C 	 Special Mention Award
Mumuksha Jha 	 XI-C 	 High Commendation
Yashwardhan Tripathi	 IX-C 	 Special Mention Award
Shreyan Prasad 	 IX-A 	 Special Mention Award
Unnati Srivastava 	 XI-C 	 Special Mention Award
Tanushree Singh 	 XII-B 	 Special Mention Award
Junee Rumba Pamei 	 X A 	 Special Mention Award
Aayush Payal 	 XII B 	 Special Mention Award
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Teachers, the 
architects of intellect 
and character, lay the 

foundation of our future. 
In the classroom, they are 
not just transmitters of 
information but cultivators 
of curiosity nurturing the 

young minds to blossom. 

As students, we owe them gratitude for their 
tireless efforts and the belief they invest in 
our potential. On a special day dedicated to 
our mentors, the air was filled with an aura of 
gratitude and admiration. The school corridors 
echoed with laughter, the classrooms resonated 
with heartfelt expressions of appreciation 
with desks adorned with flowers and notes 
of appreciation. Bouquets of gratitude and 
handmade cards embellished the classes 
transforming the learning space into a gallery 
of appreciation and acknowledgment.

The day was marked with a kaleidoscope of 

activities. This year’s theme, “You Mould Me 
Who I Am,” paid homage to the pivotal role of 
teachers in our lives. From heartfelt speeches 
in our auditorium to delightful performances 
including an amusing skit, classical and western 
dance performance and a medley of beautiful 
songs that showcased talents of the Agnelites 
and expressed their love and reverence. The 
walls of the school resonated with echoes of 
laughter when a sports battle was organised 
between teachers and students which included 
the games like badminton, basketball and tug 
of war.

It was not merely a celebration; it was a 
mosaic of gratitude, a canvas painted with 
admiration for those who dedicate their lives 
to illuminating the path of knowledge. It is a 
symphony of acknowledgment for the mentors 
who leave an indelible mark on the tapestry of 
our lives.

Anushka Nigam
IX C 

Dedication to 
The Architects of Our Future
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“Those joys were in the past, 
still the man is a child at 
heart.” Every year our School 
celebrates Children's Day 
that unfolds ecstasy and love 
for every little Agnelite. As 
the day holds its significance 
to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of the first Prime 
Minister of India, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, it was celebrated with 
vibrant performances by our 
gurus. The celebratory dances 
by our teachers featured 
Gidda, Dhunuchi Naach, and 
Gharwali dance from the hills 
of Uttarakhand. The melodious 
singing by our teachers added 
a delightful touch to the event 
sprinkling the pearls of love and 
adoration to their dear pupils. 
The School Cabinet received 

thoughtful gifts offered by the 
teachers. The highlight of the 
day was the tug of war between 
the teachers and students. 
The Head Girl, Surbhi Sharma 
concluded the celebration by 
expressing her gratitude for the 
memorable day. Children's Day 
is not just a joyous event, it is a 
day dedicated to cherishing love 
for every child. Our teachers turn 
each day into a special one for 
us but this beautiful day brought 
us the opportunity to watch 
our dear teachers express their 
love on the stage. All the hard 
work that they added to this day 
made us smile brightly. Thank 
you, dear teachers! 

Unnati Shrivastava
XI C

Joy Has
Got a Face
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Independence Day is a day of 
great pride and patriotism 
as it commemorates the 

country's independence from 
colonial rule. On this auspicious 
occasion, Father Agnel School, 
Greater Noida, joined the nation 

in celebrating freedom with utmost enthusiasm and 
reverence. The day began with the hoisting of the 
Indian flag, symbolising our sovereignty followed 
by the National Anthem. The Guard of Honour was 
received by the Chief Guest, Shri Vinod Kumar, SHO 
Beta II, who graced the occasion with his formidable 
presence.

A Parade of Patriotism

Students and teachers assembled in the school 
ground, where patriotic songs and speeches 
recounted the sacrifices of our freedom fighters.
The significance of Independence Day and 
the importance of upholding the values of 
democracy, secularism, and unity in diversity 
were highlighted through the speech by 
our Chief Guest, Shri Vinod Kumar. Cultural 
programme presented by the classes II, VIII and 
IX A showcased India's rich heritage through 
the dance performance, skit on Amrit Kal, and 
musical presentations. These performances 
served as a reminder of our cultural diversity 
and the importance of preserving our traditions 
and instilling the values of patriotism and 
nationalism. 

Daksh Sirohi
IX A
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When you hear the 
word ‘Republic Day’, 
what comes to your 

mind? A holiday? obviously, 
but… not for us. When we hear 
the word ‘Republic Day’, we 
should be reminded of the 
struggle and the sacrifices of 
our national heroes and 
freedom fighters who had to 
undergo the 150 year long 
struggle for independence.

This year’s Republic Day 
assembly was conducted by 
the classes VIII C and IX C. 
FLAG HOISTING CEREMONY 
was the customary beginning 
followed by the March Past by 
the classes of VIII, IX and XI 
from all the four Houses along 
with the NCC cadets of our 
School. The students, 
marching with their heads 
high, saluting the Indian 
tricolor was a moment to be 
captured.

The cultural celebrations that 
took place in the auditorium 
ignited the young brains of 
our republic nation. Musical 

rendition of patriotic songs 
with student orchestra on 
stage was a proud parade of 
our talent. Dance performance 
by girls attired in Indian 
dresses was a treat to watch. 
The Street play on 'Viksit 
Bharat' was an eye opener on 
how India is progressing in 
leaps and bounds. The 
programme ended with the 
speech of the Chief Guest of 
the day, Fr. Jovito Vaz who laid 
stress on diligence and 
dedication among students, 
that would make our country 
proud and progressive.

This 75th anniversary of our 
beloved nation’s Republic Day 
was a time filled with pride, 
reflection, and unity for every 
Indian. This day not only 
commemorates the adoption 
of our Constitution but also 
encapsulates the unwavering 
spirit of our diverse and 
vibrant democracy. JAI HIND!

Nishka Kashyap
VIII C

Celebration of World’s 
Largest Democracy
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ALEGRARSE: 
Serenidad Elegante

When there is a war, 
riots or a global crisis, 
all suffer equally. 

Such times test our education, 
character and spirit. Our 
festivals like Christmas keep 
teaching us to spread the values 
of love, peace and joy among 
mankind and motivate us, in 
such trying times, to adhere to 
the virtues we have been taught. 
Making a promising call for 
peace Fr. Agnel School, Greater 
Noida organised its annual 
Christmas Fest, Alegrarse on the 
theme ‘Serenidad Elegante’ on 16 
December 2023. Rev. Fr. Andrew 
Correa, the Parish priest, St. 
Joseph’s Church, Greater Noida 
graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest of the event.

The event began with a befitting 
opening with an Agnelite 
impersonating the poet, Pablo 
Neruda and reciting his poem, 
'Keeping Quiet', reminding the 
audience of the significance of 
peace and introspection. After 
cultural presentation of seven 
human vices began an array 
of competitive events such as 
Christmas Tidings, Christmas 
Chords, Just a Minute, Frolic 
Feet and Shalom Shots where all 
the budding talents showcased 
their energy, enthusiasm 
and unmatched spirit to win. 
The event ended with Prize 
Distribution where Fr. Agnel 
School, Noida clinched the 
overall Trophy.

How to forget the Christmas 
Carnival, it was the much 
awaited and most cherished 
event by all the Agnelites, 
participating schools, guests, 
invitees and our alumni equally. 
The stalls with delightful, 
delicious and invigorating food 
items and the ones with creative 
and lucrative games attracted 
the crowd like bees towards the 
sweet. The Christmas Carnival 
and the joyous spirit of Alegrarse 
always keep a solemn promise to 
meet again with a rejuvenated 
spirit and spread love, peace and 
joy among our neighbours over 
and over again.

Unnati Shrivastava, XI C
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Sports provide a platform for the 
children to showcase their athletic 
abilities, teamwork, discipline, 

stamina and sportsmanship. The Annual 
Sports Meet at our School was organised 
with an aim to promote physical 
fitness, discipline, and a spirit of healthy 
competition among the students of 
classes VI to IX and XI. It featured three 
main events: the March Past Competition, 
the Athletic Meet and the Tug of War.

The March Past Competition was a display 
of discipline and teamwork. The students 
from classes VIII & IX took part in the 
competition demonstrating coordination 
and synchronisation. The march 
past was led by the Sports Ministers, 
Neetu Chowdhary and Bharat Singh 
followed by all the four Houses of the 
School. They marched in synchronised 
formations, showcasing their unity and 
coordination. Kabir House was declared 
the winner of the competition which not 

Annual 
Sports 
Meet

60  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



only highlighted the participants' physical abilities but also 
their ability to work together as a team.

Athletics was the highlight of the Sports Meet, showcasing 
the athletic prowess of the participants. Athletes competed 
in various track events, including 100m, 200m, 400m, and 
relay races in various categories of classes VI, VII-VIII, IX-XI. 
The participants displayed exceptional speed, agility, and 
strength making the competition intense and exciting. 

The Tug of War event added an element of strength and 
strategy to the Sports Meet. The Houses competed against 
one another, trying to pull the opposing team across the 
designated line. This event required participants to work 
together, combining their strength and coordination to 
overpower their opponents. The event drew lot of excitement 
from the spectators.

Kabir house was the overall championship winner of the 
annual sports meet 2023-24 securing the maximum points. 

As the Sports Minister, I am committed to promoting sports 
and physical fitness in our school. I look forward to more 
such events and help nurture and develop the sporting 
talent of our school.

Neetu Chowdhary, XI C
Sports Minister
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ANNUAL SPORTS DAY 2023-24
OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP WINNER

HOUSE WINNER SCORE
KABIR I 154
ST. THOMAS II 140
VIVEKANANDA III 105

MARCH PAST
HOUSE WINNER
KABIR I
VIVEKANAND II

S.No. Name Class/Sec EVENT Position
1 KAVYANSH VI - B 80M BOYS I
2 MANJEET VI - A II
3 THOMSON VI - C III
4 PINKY VI - A 80M GIRLS I
5 ZOYA VI - C II
6 JANNEFER VI - D III
7 RAJ VIII - A 80M BOYS II
8 ABHAY VII - B III
9 SHUBHAM VII - A I
10 RASHI VII - A 80M GIRLS I
11 HIMANSHI VII - D II
12 ANUSHKA VIII - B III
13 SOHAM IX C 100M BOYS I
14 SIDANT XI A1 II
15 JATIN XI A1 III
16 TRISHA IX A 100M GIRLS I
17 SAMBHAVI IX D II
18 SARITA IX D III
19 NIKHIL VI - C 120M BOYS I
20 GUGUN VI - D II
21 GUNVEER VI - D III
22 SONAKSHI VI - B 120M GIRLS I
23 ADHYA VI - D II
24 DIKSHA VI - B III
25 DAVID VIII- D 200M BOYS I
26 SHIVAM VIII - D II
27 AARUSH VIII - C III
28 BHUMIJA VIII - D 200M GIRLS I
29 UNNATI VIII - D II
30 SHUBHI VIII - C III
31 YUVRAJ IX B 200M BOYS I
32 ADITYA XI A1 II
33 YASH IX D III
34 SIMRAN IX C 200M GIRLS I
35 SONIA IX B II
36 MACHATHAI IX A III
37 VINAYAK IX B 400M BOYS I
38 ASHWIN XI A2 II
39 JAI XI A1 III
40 SANA IX C 400M GIRLS I
41 NEETU XI C II
42 MONAL IX C III
43 KAVYANSH VI - B 4×50m Relay 

BOYS 
I

44 NEHAL VI - B
45 NIKHIL VI - C
46 MADHAV VI-B
47 THOMSON VI - C II
48 ARJUN VI - D
49 GUGUN VI - D
50 YUVI VI- A
51 MANJEET VI - A III
52 KARTIK VI - A
53 DAKSH VI - B
54 HIMANK VI-C

S.No. Name Class/Sec EVENT Position
55 PINKY VI - A 4×50m 

Relay 
GIRLS 

I
56 ZOYA VI - C
57 ADHYA VI - D
58 KHUSHI VI-A
59 MAISHA VI- A II
60 MOKSHIDA VI - A
61 SONAKSHI VI - B
62 GARGI VI-C
63 MANVI VI - A III
64 JANNEFER VI - D
65 JYOTI VI - A
66 ARADHYA VI-D
67 ABHAY VII - B 4×50m 

Relay 
BOYS 

I
68 MIHIR VII - B
69 SHIVAM VIII - D
70 SHRESTH VIII-A
71 ARYAN VII - D II
72 DAVID VIII- D
73 YUVRAJ VIII - B
74 SUMIT VIII-C
75 SHUBHAM VII - A III
76 RAJ VIII - A
77 AARUSH VIII - C
78 AAYUSH VII-D
79 RASHI VII - A 4×50m 

Relay 
GIRLS 

I
80 HIMANSHI VII - D
81 BHUMIJA VIII - D
82 TANISHA VIII-C
83 ANUSHKA VIII - B II
84 MONIKA VIII - B
85 SHUBHI VIII - C
86 JIYA VIII-D
87 AAROHI VIII - D III
88 SAUMYA VIII - A
89 UNNATI VIII - D
90 PRACHI VII-A
91 SIDHANT XI A1 4×100m 

Relay 
BOYS 

I
92 VINAYAK IX B
93 YUVIT IX B
94 YASH IX D
95 SOHAM IX C II
96 KONGAM IX A
97 SHREYAN IX A
98 ASHWIN XI A2
99 JATIN XI A1 III
100 KRISHNA IX C
101 YUVRAJ IX B
102 ARUSH IX A
103 TRISHA IX A 4×100m 

Relay 
GIRLS 

I
104 SANA XI C
105 SIMRAN IX C
106 ISHIKA IX B
107 SARITA IX D II
108 MANVI XI C
109 SONIA IX B
110 SIMRAN IX A
111 SAMBHAVI IX D III
112 JIYA IX D
113 MONICA IX B
114 VINDHIYA IX D

62  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



The Farewell Day was a poignant 
event, filled with emotions and 
nostalgia as the students of 

class XII bid adieu to their academic 
journey in the School. 

The programme which was put up by 
the class XI students for the outgoing batch showcased 
a blend of talents, ranging from soulful musical 
performances to lively dance routines. Teachers expressed 
their pride and offered words of encouragement to the 
departing students. Mahek Singh and Shagun Daksh of 
class XII A2 were crowned as Miss Agnel and Mr. Agnel 
respectively. They won the titles after clearing the three 
rounds of Stage walk, Introduction and inpromptu task 
and passing the criteria set by the panel of judges. The 
panel comprised the proud alumni of the School - Vritka 
Tiwari, Ayeda Khan and Preeti Rawat. The Awards were 
distributed to acknowledge the academic excellence and 
extracurricular achievements of the students.

Amidst laughter and tears, students exchanged memories 
and captured moments through cameras to cherish 
forever. The atmosphere was tinged with a mix of 
excitement for the future and the sadness of parting 
ways. 

The farewell concluded with a heartfelt farewell speech 
by the School Manager Rev. Fr. Bento and the Principal, 
Sir J P Diaz applauding the growth of the graduating 
batch and wishing them success.

As the sun set on the farewell day, it left indelible 
memories etched in the hearts of all, marking the end 
of one chapter and the beginning of a new promising 
journey for the graduating class.

Pavki Yadav
XI A 2

Bidding 
Adieu to 
Class 12
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A day filled with 
excitement and 
jubilation when we all 

came together to celebrate 
a very special occasion, to 
celebrate our guiding lights, 
our mentor, beloved Father 
Bento and Our Principal, 
Sir J. P. Diaz. The auditorium was adorned with 
colourful balloons, pictures, decorations and the 
lovely and cheerful audience waiting to make the 
day memorable. The programme commenced 
with a prayer song followed by a classical dance 
performed by our Agnelites. Teachers and students 
beautifully crafted birthday wishes into a beautiful 
embodiment carrying a message of appreciation 
and admiration which was unwrapped by them. 
The atmosphere became luminous when our stars 
of the day headed for the cake cutting ceremony. 
Meanwhile, our tiny tots were ready with their 
energetic dance performances for their birthday 
expressing their love and respect for the two. 
Beautiful poems, skits and dance performances 

    Birthday
Celebrations

64  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



adorned the stage and made the aura 
magical. At the close the Principal 
and Father addressed us with words 
of wisdom and gratitude. This event 
will undoubtedly remain etched in 
our memories. Happy Birthday to our 
guiding light and leader!

The School also celebrated the 
birthdays of our Assistant Manager, 
Fr. Jovito and our administrator, Sir 
Josy Joseph knitting the entire school 
into the fabric of a family.

Our School joyfully celebrated Rev. Fr. J.A.Carvalho’s birthday 
which was conducted by the class X. The celebrations included a 
mesmerizing prayer dance followed by melodious performances 
by the English and Hindi choir of our School. The dancers of 
class X presented a captivating classical dance performance on 
the song “Rise Up”. All of us had a sweet celebration as Father 
Carvalho cut the birthday cake, which marked the completion 
of 75 glorious and purposeful years of an inspiring life.

Yashika Khulbe
IX B
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLIES
Depicting Unity in Diversity 

Eid is celebrated worldwide to 
mark the end of Ramadan, the 
holy month of fasting. It is a time 
of joy and gratitude and acts of 
charity and sharing with those in 
need.

The festival of Eid was celebrated 
in our School auditorium on 21 
April 2023. The event started with 
a beautiful prayer dance, followed 
by a skit depicting the rituals of 
the Eid. The skit commenced by 
introducing A Muslim Family who 
invited another family and 
together they performed the rituals 
of Eid, celebrated it and had Iftar, 
the fast-breaking ceremony. The 
assembly successfully conveyed 
the message of love and respect 
for all religions, promoting unity 
in diversity in India. Eid serves as 
a reward to people who fast the 
whole month and enjoy Eid like it’s 
their feast.

Hasanah Khan, IX B

Janmashtami, the joyous festival was celebrated in the School 
by the classes VIII and IX with a cultural program in which little 
kids dressed as Krishna and Radha danced to the melodious 
tunes. The atmosphere got infused with excitement, devotion and 
spirituality with a musical drama on Lord Krishna. Janmashtami 
is a celebration of faith, devotion and eternal wisdom imparted 
by lord Krishna which exists till this day in the form of Holy 
Bhagavad Gita whose teachings help in navigating through the 
negativity, complexities and hindrances in life and finding inner 
peace.

With morning carols and merry faces, students of classes II C, V B 
and VIII A brewed their energies to an enchanting event, the birth 
of God's child. The Christmas celebration began with encasing 
God's presence with a prayer. The festive affair unveiled joy with 
a beautiful dance drama on baby Jesus' birth. Further, a peaceful 
dance was presented by thr angels of class VIII and the pious play 
continued with a jubilant performance by the dancers of class V. 
Father Bento’s words of learning not only captured faith in God 
but also directed us towards respect and compassion towards one 
another. School's joy increased twofold with prize distribution by 
Fr. Jovito who later addressed the Agnelites to always prefer peace 
and enlightened us about the real essence of Christmas, that is 
love, joy and peace for all. 

Kabeer Vats, IX B
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With the same fervour and festivities Diwali assembly was 
presented by the class XII A2 and the School Parliamentarians. 
Along with the rituals and, cultural dances and presentations, 
it served as a powerful reminder of the eternal battle between 
good and evil and stood as a beacon of hope and positivity 
inspiring goodness and brotherhood among the young minds. 
The School also celebrated Gandhi Jayanti, Guru Nanak Jayanti 
and National Unity Day learning values from great figures of 
inspiration.

Vaishnavi Panwar, IX B

Laying stress upon the importance of the victory 
of good over evil, our School organised an assembly 
on Dussehra, serving as a means to impart 
cultural and moral values that our religious 
festivals impart. The assembly was presented by 
classes IX C and VI C. The assembly began with 
a prayer dance, creating a serene and spiritual 
atmosphere and presented a musical drama on 

the tale of Ramayana. Students performed the 
mythological tale brilliantly. A cultural dance 
portrayed the importance of Durga Pooja. An 
interesting poetic dialogue between Lord Rama 
and Ravana portrayed the difference between 
Kalyuga (present) and Tretayuga (Lord Rama's 
time) by Yashvardhan Singh. 
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Our school marked a momentous occasion 
with a grand celebration of the Patron's 
Day. This special day dedicated to honoring 
our Patron, Venerable Fr. Agnelo was an 
event filled with enthusiasm, gratitude, and 
prayerful atmosphere. Patron's Day aimed 
to showcase the significant values that our 
Patron has imparted in our journey towards 
academic excellence and personal and ethical 
development. The programme began with a 
mass, Eucharistic celebration conducted by Rev. 
Fr. Aires Furtado with a sense of reverence and 
gratitude. Then, followed a cultural programme 
recalling his values and seeking his grace for 
our school's growth and development.

Our School celebrates Agnel Jayanti to celebrate the 
birth anniversary of our Patron, venerable Father Agnelo. 
This year the classes III B, VII D and IX D presented a 
special Assembly on Agnel Jayanti. The assembly began 
with an opening dedicated to our Patron, Fr. Agnelo and 
the prayer dance followed by a skit and a dance. The 
skit described the vision of our beloved father “LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF”. We were honoured by 
the presence of our Chief Guest of the day, MS. Shilpa 
Khalko. Following the path of Fr. Agnelo’s vision, we 
donated stationery, packed food and other items. The 
assembly concluded with a pledge towards promoting a 
harmonious, integrated and caring world.

Vansh Kumar Singh
IX D
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The Teachers' Picnic is organised every year 
after a hectic academic session with an 
aim to provide a refreshing break for the 

educators fostering camaraderie and relaxation 
outside the confines of the School and the 
classroom. This year all the teachers enjoyed their 
outing at Chokhi Haveli, Noida.

The delightful day commenced with a palatable 
breakfast comprising hot tea and crispy pakodas 
and relishing jaljeera. This light yet energizing 
meal set a cheerful tone for the day ahead, 
allowing everyone to mingle and engage in casual 
conversations, mirthful giggles and memorable 
selfies.

After breakfast, the teachers explored the vibrant 
marketplace of Noida Haat through a myriad of 
stalls offering handicrafts, clothing, snacks, jewelry, 
and local artifacts. The bustling atmosphere and 
diverse array of goods provided ample opportunities 
for the teachers to shop for souvenirs and gifts, 
adding to the enjoyment of the outing.

After the shopping at Noida Haat, the teachers 
indulged in a feast of authentic Rajasthani cuisine. 

The tantalizing aroma of spices filled the air as they 
savoured dishes such as dal baati churma, gatte 
ki sabzi, pakoda kadhi, missi roti and jalebi. The 
culinary experience served as a journey through 
the vibrant flavours of Rajasthan, leaving everyone 
satisfied and content.

Throughout the day, the teachers engaged in 
various recreational activities, from sharing 
anecdotes to joining the local singers, enjoying 
mehndi and creating memorable moments that 
strengthened their professional and interpersonal 
relationships. As the day progressed, the teachers 
found a tranquil spot to bask in the warm sunlight. 
Amidst the serene surroundings, they unwound and 
rejuvenated, savoring moments of relaxation away 
from their daily responsibilities. 

The picnic not only served as a day of leisure but 
also strengthened the bonds among the teaching 
staff. Such endeavours are invaluable in promoting 
staff well-being and enhancing the sense of 
community within educational institutions.

Ms. Poonam Yadav

Educators’ Escapade

69



The class picnic is always an eagerly awaited 
event in a student’s life after the strenuous 
academic year. The students of classes X and 

XII went on a class picnic on 22 November 2023 at 
E.O.D Adventure Park, Mayur Vihar, Delhi. We were 
blessed with a beautiful sunny day perfect for a 
thrilling excursion. The day was leisuring and full 
of laughter and joy. Each moment was filled with 
excitement. On our arrival we were served with a 
tasty breakfast and fruit juice. We enjoyed most 
the rides like zip lining and zip bicycle. We also 

did activities like bowling, 
tree top adventure, archery, 
basketball and laser tag. All the activities were 
amazing but the Trampoline Park was the best of 
all. For lunch there was a variety of choices, and 
each one of them was appetising. The DJ added to 
the charm of the place and served as the fulfilment. 
The day would remain forever a memory for 
each of us. Company of our class teachers on this 
wonderful excursion was an excellent opportunity 
to strengthen our mutual bond.

Relishing 

Retreat

The students of classes KG to IV also went on 
class picnics after their examinations to relieve 
them of all the stress and strain they have gone 
through. They enjoyed an excursion at Kidzania, 
Noida. The students from classes V to IX and XI 
got an opportunity to enjoy their picnic day at 
Rangmanch Farms, Gurugram. The picnic would 
remain forever a memory for all the students and 
the class teachers who accompanied them and it 
was an opportune time to strengthen the mutual 
bond between the teachers and the pupils.

Ananya Rai, 
X A
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In a state of awareness 
about information 
and awakening we are 

always able to maintain 
a life of our own benefits. 
Our school organises 
various awareness 
programmes and 

orientations inviting esteemed guests and experts 
to raise awareness and learning over intricate 
and advantageous subjects in various spheres 
impacting a student’s life.

The students got enriched through an educational 
programme over Traffic Rules and Road Safety 
initiated by the UP Govt. Project ‘Mission 
Shakti’ The students gathered knowledge with 
the intriguing and informative presentations 
and raised hand to ask curious questions. The 
resource persons shared many helpline numbers 
and informed about the importance of some 
emergency vehicles such as Ambulance, Police Van 
and School Bus.

Cyber bullying has become a matter of concern 
with the growth of modern technology. As 
we adapt to technical things, so does it affect 
teenagers and expose them to the dangers of 
social media platforms. A wonderful orientation 
raising awareness on the same, was conducted 
by the resource persons welcomed in our school. 
They taught us how cyberbullying can be handled 
and stopped providing us with the details related 
to harmful and banned games and sites so that 
we mustn’t use them. They also helped us by 
personally listening to the students’ cyberbullying 
problems after the presentation. It benefitted us 
immensely. 

A workshop was organised on 20 July 2023 by the 
School Innovation Council under the guidance 
of our Principal, Sir J. P. Diaz. The workshop 

was conducted by our science teachers, Sir Ajay 
Bahukhandi and Ma'am Deepika Sharma. The 
workshop was attended by 675 students including 
362 boys and 333 girls. Sir Ajay explained the 
significance of the innovation and the steps 
to innovate. He also guided the students about 
"Design Thinking" and to develop the ability 
to identify the problems and look for the 
solutions. Ma'am Deepika Sharma motivated the 
students with the inspiring stories of the young 
entrepreneurs. She proudly mentioned a new 
startup of an Agnelite. Then, the session was taken 
over by the Principal who encouraged the students 
to search for the new opportunities in the field of 
innovation with zeal and enthusiasm.

A stimulating and impactful workshop was 
organised for the teachers where the resource 
person, Fr. Shirish Sebastian took the faculty by 
storm proposing an overall change in teachers’ 
everyday life through initiation of 9 minute 
affirmation, a book a month, meditation, healthy 
regime, Smile everyday, purposeful life and many 
other simple habits for bringing revolutionary 
changes in life. 

The School also conducted workshops for the 
teachers organised by CBSE on various subjects 
such as ‘Stress Management’ and ‘Financial 
Security’ and topics aiming towards a better, 
richer and more informed faculty and School’s 
upliftment for quality, assurance and assessment.

Eysha Muzamil
XI A1 

Awareness 
Programmes
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In the intricate fabric of human existence, values 
serve as guiding stars, illuminating the path 
we tread. From the dawn of civilisation to the 

complexities of the modern world, human values 
have been the bedrock of our societies, shaping our 
interactions, decisions, and aspirations. Through 
this article, we would delve into the depths of human 
values, exploring their significance, evolution, and 
impact on individual and collective lives.

At its core, human values encompass principles, 
beliefs, and ideals that individuals hold dear and 
use to navigate their journey of life. These values are 
deeply ingrained within us, influencing our thoughts, 
emotions, and behaviour. They transcend cultural 
boundaries and societal norms, reflecting universal 
aspirations for goodness, fairness, and harmony.

The evolution of human values is a dynamic 
tapestry woven through the annals of history. 
As civilizations rise and fall, values undergo 
transformations, adapting to the changing 
landscapes of society, technology, and ideology. 
From the ancient wisdom of philosophers to the 
moral revolutions of the modern era, humanity's 
collective consciousness continually reshapes its 
moral compass.

Key Human Values:

While the spectrum of human values is vast and 
diverse, certain principles stand out as fundamental 
pillars of our existence:

1. Compassion and Empathy: The ability to 
understand and share the feelings of others lies 
at the heart of human connection, fostering 
kindness, altruism, and solidarity.

2.  Integrity and Honesty: Upholding truthfulness 
and ethical conduct builds trust and integrity, 
fostering authentic relationships and societal 
cohesion.

3.  	Justice and Fairness: The pursuit of justice 

ensures equitable treatment for all, safeguarding 
human rights and promoting equality.

4. 	Respect and Tolerance: Embracing diversity and 
respecting different perspectives foster mutual 
understanding, cooperation, and peaceful 
coexistence.

5. 	 Courage and Resilience: Confronting adversity 
with courage and resilience enables personal 
growth, empowerment, and the pursuit of noble 
aspirations.

The Role of Human Values in Society:

In the fabric of society, human values serve as the 
threads that bind individuals into communities 
and nations. They underpin the social contract, 
shaping laws, institutions, and cultural norms. 
Moreover, values guide collective endeavours 
towards common goals, be it the pursuit of justice, 
prosperity, or environmental sustainability.

Challenges and Controversies:

Despite their noble aspirations, human values 
are not immune to challenges and controversies. 
Conflicting interests, moral dilemmas, and cultural 
clashes often test the resilience of our value systems. 
Moreover, the erosion of values in the face of greed, 
corruption, and injustice highlights the perpetual 
struggle to uphold ethical standards in a complex 
world.

In the mosaic of human existence, values serve 
as the vibrant hues that paint the canvas of our 
lives. They inspire us to aspire to greatness, to 
transcend our limitations, and to forge a better 
world for generations to come. As we navigate the 
complexities of the modern age, let us hold fast to 
the timeless virtues that define our humanity, for 
in the realm of human values lies the promise of a 
brighter tomorrow

Ms. Rashmi Chahar
Teacher

Exploring the Essence
of HUMAN VALUES

Expertise of Educators
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Upon finally collapsing 
into your cozy bed, the 
weariness of the day 

envelopes you like a thick 
blanket. However, rather than 
finding comfort in the plushness 
of your pillows, your mind goes 
into overdrive, surrounding you 
in a tornado of unexpected ideas. 
This is a common situation 
where stress becomes stronger 
and sleep becomes more elusive. 
Control seems like a faraway 
dream in the never-ending flood 
of worries and fears that wash 
over us. It’s during times like 
this that realising the value of 
being proficient in mind control 
techniques becomes significant.

Unwanted thoughts, those 
bothersome mental visitors can 
seriously damage our wellbeing. 
They draw us from the peaceful 
now and plunge us into the dark 

depths of regrets from the past or 
uncertainties about the future. 
Like a steady stream of water 
eroding a stone, negative self-talk 
eats away our confidence leaving 
a landscape of uncertainty and 
self-doubt in its wake. If we don’t 
take action, these thoughts—
which are particularly strong for 
those dealing with mental health 
problems—have the potential to 
undermine our goals and delay 
our advancement.

But don’t worry—you’re not 
fighting this battle by yourself. 
Although it may seem impossible, 
you can achieve mind control if 
you put in the necessary effort 
and concentration. You can take 
action to take back control of your 
thoughts, such as engaging in self-
reflection and deliberate pauses 
as well as mindfulness exercises 
and positive affirmations. The 

scales might tip from negativity 
to optimism if you confront 
your inner critic and surround 
yourself with positive people.

You may be asking yourself why 
gaining mental control is so 
important. Because it provides 
you the clarity and bravery to 
accomplish your goals and opens 
you a universe of options.

Developing a resilient mindset 
and increasing your self-
awareness will enable you 
to overcome life’s challenges 
with grace and purpose. And 
remember that when you 
embark on this journey of self-
discovery, you have the power 
to write your own tale. Will you 
follow your thoughts and allow 
them dictate your destiny or 
will you take control and ignore 
them in order to build a better 
and more fulfilling future? It’s up 
to you to make the decision.

“When things change inside you, 
things change around you”

Prisca Julie Franshaw
School Counsellor

Beyond the Noise …..
 “Let's silence the drums of inner war and 
give peace a chance to sing a melody.”
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Reflections from our Alumnus

From Fr. Agnel's
Shelter to Worldly Horizons

As I sit down to reflect on 
my journey since graduating 
from Fr. Agnel School in 2020, 

I am filled with gratitude for the invaluable lessons 
and experiences that have shaped my path to success.

My journey began at Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida 
began in 2012. Back then, the school building occupied 
a relatively smaller area. On my last visit to school as 
a judge to a farewell event though, I saw that the wing 
was under construction once again and the reception 
was shifted back to the place it used to be, when I 
first joined the school.

Fr. Agnel School has been a fundamental and 
irreplaceable part of my life. I feel fortunate to 
receive a well-rounded education that today helps 
me almost in each aspect of my life, and as I believe, 
gives me an edge over the crowd. 

What made Fr. Agnel different was that it gave a stage 
to each child, gave us room to discover and hone our 
respective talents. The teachers, the management 
and every member of the School showered us with 
love and care, which gave a sense of belongingness. 
Now, what is left with me after so many years are 
only the pleasant memories and the confidence I 
gained at Fr. Agnel School.

Thanks to the strong academic foundation laid by 
the School and the dedicated efforts of our teachers, I 
could manage to pave roads for myself in more than 
one direction. I could smoothly secure admission to 
Miranda House, India's top-ranked college. Later, I 
made the decision to switch to JNU, the 2nd ranked 
university in India, after qualifying for the Chinese 
language program with an all-India rank of 8, all 
made possible by the holistic education provided 
by my school back then. Additionally, the ethos of 
individuality instilled in me at Fr. Agnel allowed 
me to break away from the crowd and pursue my 
passions with confidence, and today I feel happy and 
proud of the decisions I made.

I completed my Bachelor’s degree in Chinese language 

last year, securing a lucrative scholarship to study in 
China after winning a Mandarin Proficiency Contest 
around the same time. Working as a freelance Chinese 
trainer allowed me to cover my own expenses and 
gain valuable experience. Upon graduation, I secured 
a position in a multinational corporation, where I 
initially served as a translator in the Gurgaon office, 
and later, also took up the role of executive assistant 
to the CEO. However, I felt a strong urge to break free 
from the conventional 9 to 5 routine. Opting for a 
more flexible work arrangement, I transitioned to 
another company that offered greater freedom in 
my role as a translator. This liberated approach 
allows me the freedom to wander and explore new 
places, turning each day into an adventure waiting 
to unfold. 

Alongside my professional pursuits, I am preparing 
to embark on a research-focused master's program 
in International Relations. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of my journey 
thus far has been the opportunity to connect with 
individuals from diverse backgrounds, both locally 
and internationally. Interacting with native speakers 
as well as fellow Chinese learners and enthusiasts 
around the globe has enriched my experience 
and broadened my perspective in profound ways. 
Through this journey, I've had the privilege of making 
thousands of friends, each one contributing uniquely 
to my growth and understanding, also bringing me a 
profound sense of fulfilment and happiness!

What remains a constant source of inspiration in my 
mind, with each small pursuit I make, is the idea of 
sharing my successes with my school teachers.

To think of how proud they, and of course, my 
family would be, propels me forward, fuelling 
my determination to succeed and share my 
accomplishments with them.

Ayedaa Khan
A Proud alumnus of Fr. Agnel School, Gr. Noida 
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Reading Maketh a Man

This book by James Clear is a practical guide 
on how to change your habits and get 1% 
better each and every day. The author mainly 

focuses on habits, decision making, and continuous 
improvement. It is a special book that will change 
your approach towards your day to day life. It offers 
practical strategies and insightful anecdotes to help 
readers understand how to build and break habits 
effectively.

One significant aspect of this book is the author's 
emphasis on the idea that change does not occur 
overnight, but rather throughout an accumulation 
of small, consistent actions. He outlines a simple 
yet powerful framework, the four laws of behaviour 
change, consisting of making habits obvious, 
attractive, easy and satisfying. These laws when 
applied properly can help readers create desirable 
habits and eliminate undesirable ones.

The author backs up his claims and advice with 
scientific research and studies, which I appreciate. 
By illustrating the psychology and neuroscience 
behind habit formation, he provides a solid 
foundation and credibility for his suggestions. This 
evidence based approach adds weight to the ideas 
presented, making them more compelling and 
trustworthy.

What sets ‘Atomic Habits’ apart from other self 
help books is its practicality. Instead of merely 
discussing theories and concepts, the author goes a 
step further and offers actionable steps for readers 
to implement his strategies. He breaks down the 
process of habit formation into easy-to-follow steps, 
making it more likely for readers to take action and 
see real progress. Additionally, he provides various 
techniques to overcome common stumbling blocks 
along the way, such as habit stacking and habit 
tracking, making it easier for readers to stay on 
track.

The author's writing style is engaging and easy 
to understand. He uses relatable anecdotes and 
compelling examples to illustrate his points, which 
kept me hooked from the beginning until the end. 
The book is organised in a logical and coherent 
manner, making it easy to refer back to specific 
chapters or sections when needed.

‘Atomic Habits’ is a must read for anyone looking 
to improve their lives by harnessing the power of 
habit. For those who are seeking personal growth, 
better productivity, or healthier habits, this book 
offers invaluable insights that can help you reach 
your goals.

Deepali, XI A2

Atomic Habits
A Book by James Clear

10 Best Non-Fiction Books for Teenagers
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‘And Then There Were None' by Agatha Christie is one of the 
most fantastic mystery novels ever written with a cleverly 
woven plot. A fiction book that continues to intrigue and 
captivate the readers through the end. The story revolves 
around ten people invited to an isolated island by an unknown 
U.N. Owen. Tension arises when mysterious deaths occur one 
by one. They notice the similarity between the deaths and the 
first verses of a nursery rhyme, 'Ten little Soldiers' that hangs 
in each bedroom. One of them is the murderer and that is 

the mystery that they have got to solve. Every page of the book introduces another 
suspense that enthralls us and holds us in awe. The ending is completely unexpected. 
Explore the book and delve into the most perplexing and bewildering murder mystery. 

Yashika Khulbe
IX B

AND THEN 
THERE WERE NONE 

Lessons from
“As a Man Thinketh”

Agatha Christie

Our minds are like gardens where our thoughts 
flourish. Our behaviour is a result of the thoughts 
we allow to enter our minds. Behaviour may be 
altered by our thoughts. Positive thinking pulls us 
in the right direction whereas negative thinking 
pulls us in the wrong. Our thoughts are directly 
related to our actions, situations, values, etc. 

Man is self-made or self-unmade: The book states, 
"Good thoughts and actions can never produce 
bad results; bad thoughts and actions can never 
produce good results." This quote is one of my 
personal commendations.  

We frequently hold other people responsible 
for our emotions. We occasionally make errors 
and attribute our actions on others around us. 
We seldom acknowledge that we bear some 
responsibility for our emotions and actions. 
We seldom ever reflect on who we are or try to 
improve upon who we were yesterday. 

Thus, the author has persuaded me to think that 
we can control our behaviour and emotions if we 
can control our ideas.

Aviral Yadav 
VIII A 

Reading Maketh a Man
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Budding Blossoms

77



78  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



79



80  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



81



82  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



83



84  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



85



86  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



87



88  •  Agnel Lights 2023-24



15 years, 5 different places, 6 
different schools, a thousand 

lectures and countless exams later, I’m here, at the 
end of my school journey. This expedition taught 
me many things, not to brag, but now I know that 
mitochondria is the powerhouse of the cell and force 
is equal to mass times acceleration. 

But there were other subtle lessons along the way 
that I picked up, after countless numbers of trials 
and errors, I learnt the difference between right and 
wrong, what to do and what not to do. And now I get 
to share it with you, it might save your time, make 
you happier and make your life better (or worse, 
don’t take my advice too seriously). 

It doesn’t Matter, so don’t think too much:

Feeling anxious, stressed or scared about life, just 
know that the Earth is revolving around the sun for 
4.5 Billion years in a universe so vast that you are 
not even a grain of dust in front of it. So relax, and 
know that the time you have is limited. Live your 
life according to your rules. There’s nothing you can 
do to change the universe and its functioning, but 
you can do enough to change your life and the world 
around you.

You’re the Captain of your ship:

In this world of Eight Billion people, you are not 
special, we can function perfectly without you. 
From a wider perspective, you are not put on Earth 
for something supernatural, you’re not exactly the 
superhero everyone’s waiting for. And that is good, 
it's liberating.

It means that you get to decide your own values, 
your own priorities and therefore your own purpose. 
It is your life and you must realise that you choose 
your own adventure, no one else is steering the ship 
of your life, but you.

Care about things, but be selective:

Give importance to things, you choose to care. In my 
18 years on this planet, I’ve cared about some really 
stupid things, only to realise later that I’ve wasted 
my time and energy. Your time is precious, and you 
are a reflection of your thoughts. So care about the 

right things and employ the right set of values.

Make your future self love you, don’t procrastinate:

It is a bit ironic coming from me since I'm writing this 
article one day before the deadline (this is something 
I need to work on too). As we procrastinate, we are 
just delaying the inevitable, making our future selves 
hate us because of the work we are piling on them. 
Better to complete things now on time to reap the 
rewards later.

There are no shortcuts, work hard:

Most of you are lazy teens (I’m included) who prefer 
the shortest distance possible. That is basic human 
nature, the law of minimum resistance, we choose 
the easiest path. But generally, even the shortest path 
involves working hard, putting more hours into your 
skills, practising regularly, and being monotonic. So 
stop looking for shortcuts because the only shortcut 
in existence is working harder since most people 
tend to overlook this advice.

Read more, write more:

Now I know that reading is hard for us because of our 
15-30 seconds attention span (stop watching reels). 
But we can always try to read as much as we can. 
Reading gives us a whole new perspective on things 
and writing our thoughts, structuring them properly 
and putting them into words gives us much needed 
mental clarity.

Solve 80% of your problems:

Wake up at 5 in the morning and everything will be 
fine. 

These are some of the most important lessons I 
have learned as a student. It's been an amazing 
journey filled with wonderful experiences (and a few 
embarrassing moments). I’ll pause here for now, and 
conclude with the timeless words of Marcus Aurelius:

“Very little is needed to make a happy life; it is all 
within yourself in your way of thinking.”

I wish you all the best.

Neelay Naman
Head Boy

What Did I Learn?
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STORY TIME

The Shepherd and the Lost Sheep

In a village, there was a kind-hearted shepherd 

who cared deeply for his flock. One day, he noticed 

that one of his sheep was missing. Despite the 

other shepherds' advice to leave it behind, he set 

out to find it. After a long search, he finally found 

the lost sheep trapped in a thicket. He left no stone 

unturned and at the end he rescued it. He returned 

it to the flock, and felt immense joy. The other 

shepherds mocked him for risking so much for one 

sheep, but the wise villagers praised his compassion 

and dedication.

Moral: Every individual matters, and true compassion involves 

going the extra mile to help those in need.

The Magic Paintbrush

In a small village, there lived a poor orphan named Mei who had 

a special gift of painting. He had a mastery with the brush. One 

day, she stumbled upon a magic paintbrush that could bring her 

paintings to life. She was so excited to find such magical brush. She 

used it to help her village, painting food for the hungry and clothes 

for the needy. However, a greedy emperor heard of her brush and 

demanded her to paint treasures for him. When she refused, he 

tried to steal the brush. But it only worked for Mei’s kind intentions 

and her compassionate heart. In the end, Mei used the brush to 

create beauty and happiness for all.

Moral: True magic lies in using one’s gifts to bring joy and help 

others, not in seeking power or wealth.
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In ancient times, 
there was a 
magnificent bird 

called the Phoenix, 
which could burst 
into flames and 
be reborn from its 
ashes. Its beauty and 
resilience inspired 
awe and wonder in 
all who beheld it. 

The Legend of 
the Phoenix

The Wise Old Owl

In a dense forest, there lived a wise old owl who was 

respected by all the creatures. One day, a group of young 

animals decided that they no longer needed the owl’s 

guidance and set out on their own adventures. However, 

they soon encountered difficulties and realised they lacked 

the wisdom to overcome them. Humble and wiser, they 

returned to the owl, who welcomed them back with open 

wings and shared his knowledge and guidance as he did 

earlier.

Moral: Wisdom comes with experience, and seeking guidance from those who are wiser is 

a sign of strength, not weakness.

There was a chick who was different to 
the rest because he was green, and all 
the animals always made fun of him. “I 

am lucky not to be ugly like the green chick”, 
said the other animals.

Every time the poor chick was alone he cried 
because of this. Tired of this mocking, he 
decided to paint his feathers, but his mother 
didn´t agree with this, so instead, he bought a 
yellow chick costume to make his mother and 

You are Special

However, as the world changed and 
humans grew selfish and destructive, the 
Phoenix disappeared from human sight. 
Generations passed, and the people forgot 
about the Phoenix until one day, a young 
girl discovered a single feather. Inspired 
by its beauty, she vowed to protect the 
earth and its creatures, hoping to one 
day see the Phoenix rise again.

Moral: Like the Phoenix, we must rise from 
the ashes of our mistakes and strive to 
protect and preserve the beauty of our 
world.

himself happy with the idea. But, his mum 
only let him wear the costume once.

Unfortunately, the rest of the animals made 
fun of him even when he was wearing the 
costume, and so he still didn’t know what the 
problem was. His mum advised him to ignore 
them, because they were envious of him 
and that’s why they were so rude, In fact he 
is different and thus he is special. Hence, he 
should be happy the way he is.

Moral:  Be happy the way you are because 
you are special.
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SUSHI
Sushi  is one of the first foods that spring to mind 

when we think of Japanese cuisine. This delicacy was 

one of the first Japanese dishes to be exported to the 

US after the Meiji Restoration in 1868, and since then 

its popularity has steadily increased year after year.

The word ‘sushi’ refers to any dish made with Japanese 

rice that has been seasoned with rice vinegar. Common 

varieties of sushi include – 

1. 	 Makizushi - sushi rice and fillings rolled up in nori 

seaweed

2. 	 Nigiri Sushi - shaped, bite-size mounds of sushi 

rice with single slices of raw fish or similar draped 

over the top

3. 	 Inarizushi - sushi rice stuffed inside pockets of 

inari; a type of seasoned, fried tofu

Each winter, the traditional 
Northern Thai village of Bo 
Sang blossoms with bouquets 

of exquisitely-painted umbrellas in 
every imaginable shape and size. The 
Bo Sang Umbrella and Sankampaeng 
Handicrafts Festival, held on the 
third weekend of January, has been 
celebrating the town's cultural history 

since the 1980s. A sea of umbrellas with hand painted designs depicting local 
flowers, birds and Buddhist themes line the main street, dazzling visitors at this 
three-day event. Art-lovers from all over the world make the journey to Chiang 
Mai to celebrate with Bo Sang's proud residents.

Bo Sang and the surrounding craft villages in Northern Thailand were once part 
of the ancient Lanna Kingdom. Populated by traditional wooden homes, lush rice 
fields and serene temples, each town specialises in a different craft. Ban Tan Pao 
produces handmade paper, and Ban Tawai specialises in intricate wood carvings. 
In Bo Sang, modern umbrella-makers offer traditional saa paper models alongside 
innovative designs made from silk and cotton from the nearby villages in the San 
Kampaeng region.

Bo Sang Umbrella Festival

CULTURE BYTES
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It is the tradition in Russia that one must 
be careful in giving flowers to a Russian. For  
instance; you should avoid giving red and 

yellow flowers as they represent the deceased 
and experts who survived the war. They also 
represent a termination of relationship and 
friendship.

Chinese civilisation is one of the oldest around 
the globe. Interestingly, everything in China 
represents something. Therefore, one should 
be careful what he is giving to his friends. For 
instance, you should avoid giving white flowers 
to a friend as it depicts death or funerals and 
is also a colour of ghosts. Similarly, clocks, handkerchiefs, umbrellas, 
green hats, and straw sandals or shoes are all bad gifts to give in China.

Another unique trend is using sharp items in different countries. For 
instance, in China using or gifting sharp items is a good gesture. It is 
because sharp items represent the cutting of ties between them and 
bring each other close. And in Dutch, on the other hand, sharp objects 
bring bad luck. Furthermore, to the people of the Netherlands and 
Chinese, an unwanted gift brings them close. 

Gifting Traditions

Being punctual is known as a wonderful gesture and 

quality in many states but not in all countries. 

For instance, in Venezuela, it is a trend to be late 

in parties, dinners, and functions. It is a very common 

practice to be 10 to 15 minutes late and is abnormal to 

be on time. Similarly, in Malaysia, it is normal to be 5 

to 60 minutes late. However, in China people encourage 

punctuality. In countries such as Germany U.S, Japan, 

and South Korea being late is a bad habit. Furthermore, 

in Greece and Mexico, it is ok to be late.

Concept of 
Punctuality

CULTURE BYTES
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Ma’am Aditi Saxena tied nuptial knot 
with Mr. Ajay Rawat on 25 November 2023
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